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To  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
my  first  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition 
of  the  Borough  of  Oldham.  It  comprises  the  Vital  Statistics 
of  the  Borough  ;  Particulars  as  to  the  Cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases;  and  a  Summary  of  the  Work  performed  by  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year  1  898. 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the 
Opening  of  the  Extensions  at  Westhulme  Hospital,  which 
additional  provision  has  placed  Oldham,  in  respect  to 
hospital  accommodation  for  Infectious  Disease,  in  the  first 
rank  of  the  large  towns  of  this  country. 

No  large  Epidemic  of  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred  in 
the  Borough  during  the  year,  although  Scarlet  Fever  on  one 
or  two  occasions  appeared  very  threatening. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  the  lowest  Annual 
Death  Rate  that  has  ever  been  recorded  in  the  Borough.  I 
have  not  quite  the  same  feeling  in  recording  the  lowest 
Annual  Birth  Rate. 

I  have  included  a  short  Report  on  the  Treatment  of  the 
Sewage  of  the  Borough,  a  subject  closely  connected  with 
the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
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I  beg  to  tender  my  thanks  to  you,  Gentlemen,  for  your 
kindness  to  me  throughout  the  year,  and  especially  to  the 
Chairman,  Mr.  Alderman  Waddington,  whose  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  proceedings  in  this  department  in  previous 
years  has  always  been  placed  at  my  disposal,  and  has  been 
of  great  assistance  to  me. 

To  Miss  Whitehead,  Mr.  Rushworth,  Mr.  Chambers,  and 
the  other  members  of  the  staff  of  this  Department,  I  must 
also  express  my  obligation,  and  also  my  opinion  that  the 
Oldham  Council  has  in  them  most  valuable  and  devoted 
servants. 

Trusting  my  Report  may  meet  with  your  favourable 
reception, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  B.  WILKINSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Part  I. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  middle  of  the 
year  1898,  according  to  the  Registrar  General's  estimate, 
would  be  148,288.  It  is  upon  this  computation  that  the 
Birth,  Death,  and  other  Bates  are  calculated. 

In  previous  Reports  it  has  been  more  than  once  pointed 
out  that  this  estimate  is  most  probably  an  erroneous  one, 
and  that  the  actual  number  of  the  population  does  not 
reach  the  above  figure. 

During  the  past  seven  years  2,222  new  houses  have  been 
erected,  whereas,  if  the  number  had  increased  at  the  average 
yearly  rate  of  the  decade  preceding  the  last  census,  3,990 
would  have  been  built,  a  difference  of  1,768,  and  the  popula¬ 
tion,  if  calculated  from  these  statistics  (allowing  the  same 
number  of  persons  to  each  house  as  at  the  census  in  1891), 
would  be  seven  or  eight  thousand  less  than  the  estimate  of 
the  Registrar  General. 

In  the  various  Wards  of  the  town  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  is  as  follows  : — 

Waterhead  ...  ...  14,582 

Hartford  ...  ...  ...  14,033 

Clarksfield  ...  ...  13,814 
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Werneth  ... 
St.  Peter’s 
Westwood 
Coldhurst . . . 
St.  Mary’s. . . 
St.  James’ 
St.  Paul’s  . . . 
Mumps 
Hollinwood 


13,493 

13,402 

13,080 

11,893 

11,780 

11,693 

11,597 

10,134 

8,787 


When  the  census  in  1901  is  taken,  it  will  probably  be 
found  that  these  estimates  will  vary  even  more  considerably 
from  the  correct  population  than  the  population  of  the  whole 
town,  as  since  1891  in  some  Wards  there  have  been  very 
few  houses  built,  while  in  others  building  operations  have 
been  carried  on  extensively. 


The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  houses  occupied 
in  the  various  Wards  at  the  census  in  1891,  and  the  number 
occupied  in  the  year  1898  : — 


1898 

1891 

Increase 

Coldhurst 

...  2,229 

2,158 

71 

St.  Mary’s 

...  2,387 

..  2,187 

...  200 

St.  Paul’s 

...  2,485 

...  2,049 

...  436 

Hollinwood 

...  1,905 

...  1,589 

...  316 

Hartford 

...  2,861 

...  2,688 

...  173 

Westwood 

...  2,593 

...  2,245 

...  348 

W  erneth 

...  2,776 

...  2,541 

...  235 

St.  James’ 

...  2,425 

...  2,250 

...  175 

Mumps 

...  1,963 

...  1,901 

62 

Waterhead 

...  3,203 

...  2,851 

...  352 

St.  Peter’s 

...  2,852 

...  2,545 

...  307 

Clarksfield 

...  3,135 

...  2,481 

...  654 
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From  the  above  figures  it  is  evident  that  there  has  been 
a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  houses,  and  consequently 
of  population  in  some  of  the  Wards  of  the  Borough,  while 
other  Wards  have  remained  almost  stationary,  and  any 
estimation  of  the  density  of  the  population  in  the  various 
Wards  would  naturally  lead  to  a  wrong  conclusion.  If  a 
census  were  taken  every  five  years  instead  of  ten  years,  it 
would  enable  much  more  accurate  calculations  and  statistics 
to  be  returned,  and  would  afford  more  reliable  information 
as  to  the  success  or  otherwise  of  measures  taken  to  improve 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 


In  Table  No.  1  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  houses 
erected  during  recent  years,  and  as  house  building  may 
generally  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  prosperity  of  a 
town,  it  is  satisfactory  to  notice  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  number  of  buildings  established  during  the  year. 


SEX  AND  AGE. 

In  Table  No.  7  will  be  found  the  estimated  population 
of  each  sex  in  the  various  age  periods.  These  numbers  show 
a  considerable  excess  of  females  over  males  living  in  the 
Borough.  Although  in  Table  No.  6  it  will  be  observed  that 
a  greater  number  of  male  than  female  children  are  born,  the 
much  heavier  death  rate  among  males  at  all  the  age  periods 
except  that  above  65  years,  is  gradually  increasing  the  pre¬ 
ponderance  of  the  female  population,  especially  in  the  more 
advanced  periods  of  life. 


It  is  estimated  that  there  are  in  the  Borough  70,618 
males,  and  77,670  females,  or  an  excess  of  7,052  females. 
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BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  1898,  there  were  3,749  births  registered 
in  the  Borough.  This  is  a  decrease  of  44  on  the  year  1897, 
and  on  the  year  1896  a  decrease  of  220. 

Since  1885,  in  which  year  the  annual  number  of  births 
in  this  town  reached  the  maximum,  there  has  been  a  steady 
decline,  and  the  number  that  have  occurred  this  year  is  the 
lowest  since  the  year  1876,  when  the  population  of  the 
Borough  was  only  88,609  instead  of  148,288. 

Of  these  births,  1,893  were  males,  and  1,856  females. 

There  were  147  births  registered  as  illegitimate.  This 
is  3*9  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  births,  against  4*4 
per  cent,  last  year. 


DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  1898  was  2,593,  giving  an  annual  death 
rate  of  1 7 * 6  per  1,000  persons  living.  This  is  the  lowest 
annual  death  rate  that  has  been  recorded  in  the  Borough, 
the  lowest  previously  being  in  1894,  when  it  was  18 '5. 
Last  year  the  rate  was  19  *2. 

The  periods  of  highest  mortality  during  the  year  were 
the  middle  of  March,  the  second  week  in  April,  the  end  of 
September  and  commencement  of  October,  and  the  last  week 
in  December.  In  March  the  high  mortality  was  largely  due 
to  Epidemics  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  and  that  in 
September  to  Epidemic  Diarrhoea.  At  the  other  two 
periods  diseases  affecting  the  lungs  were  largely  responsible 
for  the  increase.  The  months  of  low  mortality  were 
January,  July,  and  August. 


BOROUGH  of  OLDHAM. 
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The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  representing  the  natural 
increase  of  the  population  during  1898  is  1,151,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1,007  in  1897. 

From  Phthisis,  Measles,  Cancer,  Diarrhcea,  and  Whooping 
Cough  there  have  been  fewer  deaths  than  in  1897. 

Compared  with  the  death  rates  of  the  32  other  largo 
towns,  that  of  Oldham  is  below  the  average,  which  is  19*0 
per  1,000,  while  Oldham  is  17*6. 

The  towns  having  a  lower  death  rate  than  Oldham  are  : 
Croydon  13  9,  Cardiff  14*8,  West  Ham  15*4,  Huddersfield 
15*9,  Burnley  and  Portsmouth  16*3,  Derby  16*8,  Leicester 
and  Brighton  16*9,  Bristol  17*2,  and  Birkenhead  17*4. 

Of  the  eight  Lancashire  towns,  Oldham  stands  second, 
the  other  towns  being  as  follows  : — Burnley  16*3,  Blackburn 
18*4,  Preston  19*3,  Bolton  19*4,  Manchester  21*9,  Salford 
22*7,  Liverpool  24*0. 

From  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  the  death  rate  in 
Oldham  was  2*15  per  1,000  living,  and  comes  fifth  among 
the  33  towns  Huddersfield  with  1*61,  Croydon  with  1*99, 
Burnley  with  2*04,  and  Bradford  with  2*12,  having  lower 
Zymotic  Death  rates. 

In  the  Lancashire  towns  the  Zymotic  Death  rates  are  : 
Burnley  2*04,  Oldham  2*15,  Blackburn  2*57,  Bolton  2*93, 
Preston  2*97,  Manchester  3*11,  Liverpool  3*22,  and  Sal¬ 
ford  4*03, 

INFANT  MOBTALITY. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  numbered 
654,  being  at  the  rate  of  174  per  1,000  births.  This  is  less 
than  last  year,  when  it  was  at  the  rate  of  183  per  1,000 
births,  and  less  than  the  five  years’  average  of  180. 
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With  the  exception  of  Bolton,  where  the  infantile  death 
rate  numbers  168,  Oldham  is  the  lowest  in  this  respect  of 
all  the  large  Lancashire  towns,  and  below  the  average  for 
the  33  large  towns  in  England,  which  is  178. 

Oldham  in  this  respect  stands  twelfth  among  the  33 
large  towns.  The  towns  having  a  higher  mortality  being 
as  follows:- — Preston  225,  Salford  212,  Gateshead  208, 
Blackburn  206,  Sunderland  202,  Wolverhampton  200, 
Manchester  197,  Burnley  and  Sheffield  195,  Norwich  192, 
Birmingham  and  Leicester  191,  Newcastle  190,  Birken¬ 
head  186,  Bradford  185,  Liverpool  and  Swansea  184,  Hull 
and  Leeds  182,  Brighton  181,  Nottingham  178. 

Those  diseases,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  preventible, 
are  responsible  for  156  of  these  deaths,  Measles  causing  26, 
Whooping  Cough  25,  Tubercular  Diseases  18,  and  Diarrhoea 
76  deaths. 

Chest  diseases,  often  the  result  of  injudicious  exposure, 
carried  off  151,  and  the  death  roll  from  Atrophy,  Digestive 
diseases,  and  Convulsions,  which  is  undoubtedly  largely 
increased  by  improper  food  and  irregular  feeding,  amounts 

to  173. 


PHTHISIS. 

During  the  year  there  were  224  deaths  from  Phthisis 
registered.  This  is  8*6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  and  a 
death  rate  of  1*5  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  the 
lowest  death  rate  from  Phthisis  recorded  in  the  Borough. 
In  1897  this  disease  accounted  for  8*3  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths,  and  a  death  rate  of  1‘6  per  1,000. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  notice  this  gradual  improvement  in 
the  death  rate  from  this  disease.  The  more  the  general 
public  realise  that  Phthisis  is  a  disease  communicable  by 
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one  person  to  another,  and  only  very  rarely  inherited,  the 
fewer  deaths  from  it  we  shall  have  to  record.  The  disinfec¬ 
tion  of  houses  in  which  deaths  from  this  disease  have 
occurred,  and  the  introduction  of  light  and  air  into  insani¬ 
tary  dwellings  or  their  condemnation  where  this  cannot  be 
done,  are  measures  which  are  reducing  this  death  rate  in 
our  town,  but  the  greatest  reduction  will  take  place  when 
the  sufferers  from  this  disease  will  take,  or  will  be  compelled 
to  take,  the  very  simple  precaution  of  burning  the  expec¬ 
toration  or  other  discharges.  The  Poor  Children’s  Holiday 
Association  are  doing  a  good  work  in  lessening  the  deaths 
from  this  disease  by  sending  for  a  fortnight  or  longer  into 
the  pure  fresh  air  at  Castleshaw,  children  whose  weakly 
condition  and  squalid  homes  predispose  them  to  it. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  7 1  deaths  are  registered  from 
other  forms  of  tubercular  disease,  compared  with  80  in  1897. 

Coldhurst,  Hartford,  and  Mumps  Wards  furnished  the 
greater,  and  Hollinwood  and  St.  Paul’s  the  least  number  of 
deaths  from  Phthisis. 


DIARRHOEA. 

During  the  year  114  deaths  from  this  cause  have  been 
registered,  compared  with  145  in  1897.  Most  of  these 
deaths  occurred  in  the  months  of  August,  September,  and 
October,  and  no  less  than  56  per  cent,  of  them  were  during 
the  five  weeks  ending  October  8th.  The  epidemic  com¬ 
menced  exactly  a  fortnight  after  the  four  feet  thermometer 
reached  a  temperature  of  56°,  and  was  doubtless  assisted  by 
the  small  quantities  of  rain  which  fell  during  these  five 
weeks.  A  heavy  rainfall  at  the  end  of  October  probably 
was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  abrupt  termination  of  the 
epidemic. 
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St.  Mary’s,  St.  Peter’s  and  Hartford  were  the  Wards 
most  affected  by  Diarrhoea,  while  Werneth,  Coldhurst,  and 
Waterhead  suffered  least. 

INFLUENZA. 

There  has  again  been  a  decrease  in  the  deaths  from  this 
disease  during  the  year,  only  13  fatal  cases  of  this  disease 
being  recorded,  against  31  in  1897.  In  most  of  the  fatal 
cases  Influenza  was  associated  with  Pneumonia. 

ACUTE  LUNG  DISEASES. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  caused  590  deaths, 
compared  with  584  in  1897,  and  an  average  for  the  last  five 
years  of  621. 

The  most  fatal  periods  of  life  for  Bronchitis,  it  will  be 
observed,  are  under  5  and  over  60  years,  while  for  Pneu¬ 
monia  they  are  under  5  and  between  40  and  50  years  of  age. 

INQUESTS. 

The  Coroner  has  been  kind  enough  to  furnish  me  with 
the  particulars  found  in  Table  14. 

There  have  been  157  Inquests  held  during  the  year,  and 
verdicts  have  been  returned  for  70  deaths  from  natural 
causes,  18  from  suicide,  and  62  from  accident.  There  were 
no  cases  of  murder  or  manslaughter. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

A  t  the  end  of  J uly  a  serious  outbreak  of  meat  poisoning 
occurred  in  Oldham  and  Chadderton,  which  was  caused  by 
the  consumption  of  veal  pies. 

In  Oldham  there  were  11  cases  with  1  death. 

In  Chadderton  ,,  40  ,,  3  deaths. 

In  Shaw  ,,  2  ,,  0  death. 

Two  dogs  which  ate  part  of  the  pies  were  also  ill. 
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The  veal  and  pig’s  feet  of  which  the  pies  were  made 
were  supplied  to  a  Chadderton  baker  by  Oldham  butchers. 
The  most  careful  enquiries  failed  to  discover  that  any  other 
portion  of  the  carcases  than  those  parts  sent  to  this  par¬ 
ticular  bakehouse  caused  any  ill  effects,  although  I  was  able 
to  trace  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  carcase  of  the  calf. 

The  very  able  and  exhaustive  investigations  carried  out 
by  the  Oldham  Coroner  (Dr.  Thomson)  at  the  inquest  on  the 
fatal  case  which  occurred  in  this  town,  failed  to  elicit  any 
information  as  to  how  the  poison  obtained  access  to  the  pies. 

Dr.  Durham,  of  Cambridge,  afterwards  investigated  the 
cases  bacteriologicaUv,  and  obtained  evidence  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  poisoning  was  due  to  the  bacillus  enteritidis. 
His  opinion  was  that  this  organism  existed  in  the  flesh  of 
the  calf,  and  that  the  meat  in  the  pies  was  nob  cooked  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  destroy  it.  Much  of  the  evidence,  however, 
seemed  to  contra-indicate  this,  and  point  to  the  probability 
of  the  organism  obtaining  access  to  the  pies  in  some  manner 
during  the  process  of  manufacture. 

METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT. 

January.  —  The  mean  pressure  of  the  barometer  for  the 
month  was  30 ’37  inches,  and  the  mean  temperature  42 
degrees  Fahrenheit.  The  minimum  temperature  recorded 
on  the  grass  was  28  degrees,  and  the  maximum  in  the  sun 
was  54  degrees.  The  temperature  recorded  by  the  ther¬ 
mometer  4  feet  below  the  surface  ranged  from  42  to  43 
degrees.  Rain  fell  on  10  days,  the  total  rainfall  amoun  ting 
to  2*39  inches.  South-easterly  winds  prevailed. 

February. — The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  30  00 
inches,  and  the  mean  temperature  39  degrees.  The  minimum 
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temperature  recorded  on  the  grass  was  20  degrees,  and  the 
maximum  in  the  sun  59  degrees.  The  temperature  recorded 
by  the  thermometer  4  feet  below  the  surface  ranged  from 

43  to  41  degrees  Rain  and  snow  fell  on  21  days,  the  total 
rainfall  for  the  month  amounting  to  3 '4 9  inches.  The  first 
week  and  part  of  the  third  were  very  rough. 

March. — The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  29 '99 
inches,  and  the  mean  temperature  38  degrees  The  minimum 
temperature  on  the  grass  was  23  degrees,  and  the  maximum 
in  the  sun  60  degrees.  The  temperature  recorded  by  the 
thermometer  4  feet  below  the  surface  ranged  from  41  to  39 
degrees.  Rain  fell  on  13  days  out  of  35,  the  total  rainfall 
being  3*61  inches.  The  weather  was  rough  and  unsettled. 
In  the  first  half  of  the  first  week  there  was  a  snow  storm 
with  thunder  and  lightning,  also  rain  and  hail. 

April. — The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  29*97  inches, 
and  the  mean  temperature  46  degrees.  The  minimum  tem¬ 
perature  on  the  grass  was  27  degrees,  and  the  maximum 
temperature  in  the  sun  was  69  degrees.  The  temperature 
recorded  by  the  thermometer  4  feet  below^  the  surface  ranged 
from  40  to  44  degrees.  Rain  fell  on  12  days,  the  total  rain¬ 
fall  amounting  to  2  31  inches.  South-easterly  winds  pre¬ 
vailed  during  the  last  two  weeks. 

May. — The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  29*94  inches, 
and  the  mean  temperature  48  degrees.  The  minimum  tem¬ 
perature  recorded  on  the  grass  was  29  degrees,  and  the 
maximum  in  the  sun  7  4  degrees.  The  temperature  recorded 
by  the  thermometer  4  feet  below  the  surface  ranged  from 

44  to  47  degrees.  Rain  fell  on  15  days,  the  total  rainfall 
amounting  to  3*26  inches.  Thunderstorm  on  the  22nd. 
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June.— The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  30*06  inches, 
and  the  mean  temperature  5  4  degrees.  The  minimum  tem¬ 
perature  recorded  on  the  grass  was  33  degrees,  and  the 
maximum  in  the  sun  78  degrees  The  temperature  recorded 
by  the  thermometer  4  feet  below  the  surface  ranged  from 
47  to  52  degrees.  Rain  fell  on  21  days  out  of  35,  the  total 
rainfall  amounting  to  4*93  inches, 

July. — The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  30*22  inches, 
and  the  mean  temperature  58  degrees.  The  minimum  tem¬ 
perature  recorded  on  the  grass  was  36  degrees,  and  the 
maximum  in  the  sun  82  degrees  The  temperature  recorded 
by  the  thermometer  4  feet  below  the  surface  ranged  from  5*2 
to  55  degrees.  Rain  fell  on  9  days,  the  total  rainfall 
amounting  to  0*57  inches. 

August. — The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  30*08 
inches,  and  the  mean  temperature  60  degrees.  The 
minimum  temperature  recorded  on  the  grass  was  37  degrees, 
and  the  maximum  in  the  sun  95  degrees.  The  temperature 
recorded  by  the  thermometer  4  feet  below  the  surface 
ranged  from  55  to  56  degrees.  Rain  fell  on  15  days,  the 
total  rainfall  amounting  to  4*53  inches.  South-easterly 
winds  prevailed  during  the  last  three  weeks. 

September — The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  30*15 
inches,  and  the  mean  temperature  58  degrees.  The 
minimum  temperature  recorded  on  the  grass  was  31  degrees, 
and  the  maximum  in  the  sun  85  degrees.  The  temperature 
recorded  by  the  thermometer  4  feet  below  the  surface  ranged 
from  56  to  54  degrees,  Rain  fell  on  15  days  out  of  35,  and 
the  total  rainfall  amounted  to  1*86  inches.  South-easterly 
winds  generally. 
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October. — The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  29 '8 5 
inches,  and  the  mean  temperature  52  degrees.  The 
minimum  temperature  recorded  on  the  grass  was  33  degrees, 
and  the  maximum  in  the  sun  73  degrees.  The  temperature 
recorded  by  the  thermometer  4  feet  below  the  surface  ranged 
from  54  to  61  degrees.  Rain  fell  on  15  days,  and  the  total 
rainfall  amounted  to  4 ‘07  inches.  South-easterly  winds 
prevailed. 

November — The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  29*91 
inches,  and  the  mean  temperature  45  degrees.  The 

minimum  temperature  recorded  on  the  grass  was  22  degrees, 
and  the  maximum  in  the  sun  72  degrees.  The  temperature 
recorded  by  the  thermometer  4  feet  below  the  surface  ranged 
from  51  to  47  degrees.  Rain  fell  on  17  days,  and  the  total 
rainfall  amounted  to  4*01  inches.  South-easterly  winds 
generally.  Snowstorm  during  the  night  of  the  22nd. 

December. — The  mean  barometric  pressure  was  30*00 
inches,  and  the  mean  temperature  42  degrees.  The 

minimum  temperature  on  the  grass  was  22  degrees,  and  the 
maximum  in  the  sun  57  degrees.  The  temperature  recorded 
by  the  thermometer  4  feet  below  the  surface  ranged  from 
47  to  44  degrees.  Rain  fell  on  27  days  out  of  35,  and  the 

total  rainfall  amounted  to  6*03  inches.  Weather  very 

unsettled. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1898. 

SUMMARY. 

Population  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to 

the  middle  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  148,288 

Births  registered  in  the  52  weeks  ending  December 

31st,  1898  ...  Males  ...  1,893]  7 

Females  ...  1,856)  5 

Deaths  registered  in  the  52  weeks  ending  December 

31st,  1898  ...  Males  ...  1,395]  9 

Females  ...  1,203)  ’ 

Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases...  323 

Deaths  under  1  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  ...  174 

Annual  Rate  of  Births  per  1,000  living  population.  25  4 

Annual  Rate  of  Mortality  from  all  causes  per  1,000 

living  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  17*6 

Annual  Rate  of  Mortality  per  1,000  living  popula¬ 
tion  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases.  2*2 

Of  the  2,598  deaths  registered  during  the  year  1898, 
1,009,  or  38' 8  per  cent.,  were  those  of  children  under 
5  years  of  age. 


Principal  Causes  of  Deaths. 


Bronchitis 

...  289 

Cancer  . 

86 

Pneumonia 

...  300 

Convulsions  . 

60 

Phthisis  . 

...  224 

Inflammation  of  Brain 

62 

Heart  Disease... 

...  196 

Diarrhoea . 

114 

Measles  . 

87 

Premature  Birth 

81 

Apoplexy . 

Debility  . 

...  146 

...  74 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

65 
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TABLE  No.  1. 

HOUSES  BUILT  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 


Year. 

No.  of  Houses 
Built. 

March 

,  1871, 

to  March,  1872 

277 

>  y 

1872 

y  y 

1873  . 

197 

y  y 

1873 

)  y 

1874  . 

588 

y  ) 

1874 

y  y 

1875  . 

649 

y  > 

1875 

y  y 

1876  . 

867 

J  y 

1876 

y  y 

1877  . 

1181 

>  > 

1877 

y  y 

1878  . 

J  1010 

1878 

y  y 

1880  . 

989 

y  > 

1880 

y  y 

1881  . 

746 

>  > 

1881 

y  y 

1882  . 

738 

?  y 

1882 

y  y 

1883  . 

644 

J  > 

1883 

y  y 

1884  . 

631 

> ) 

1884 

y  y 

1885  . 

737 

y  y 

1885 

y  y 

1886  ... 

780 

f ) 

1886 

y  y 

1887  . 

657 

j  y 

1887 

y  y 

1888  . 

711 

>  > 

1888 

y  y 

1889  . 

371 

5  > 

1889 

y  y 

1890  . 

218 

>  > 

1890 

y  y 

1891  . 

214 

>  ? 

1891 

y  y 

1892  . 

190 

>  y 

1892 

y  y 

1893  . 

227 

>  > 

1893 

y  y 

1894  . 

362 

>  > 

1894 

y  y 

1895  . 

284 

>  J 

1895 

y  y 

1896  . 

294 

1896 

y  y 

1897  . 

360 

>  y 

1897 

)  y 

1898  . 

505 
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TABLE  No.  2. 

Deaths  under  1  Year  from  Various  Causes. 


Ages 

Premature  Births 

Congenital 

Malformation 

Atrophy,  Inanition, 
and  Debility 

Diarrhoea 

Other  Zymotics 

Convulsions 

Dentition 

Tubercular 

Diseases 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 

Other  Causes 

Totals 

Under  1  mon. 

79 

6 

24 

7 

1 

16 

,  •  , 

•  .  • 

4 

36 

173 

1-2  months 

1 

2 

9 

7 

4 

8 

17 

10 

58 

2-3  „ 

3 

•  •  • 

4 

7 

2 

4 

2 

7 

12 

41 

3-4  „ 

1 

•  •  • 

9 

10 

1 

7 

4 

10 

10 

52 

4-5  „ 

1 

7 

9 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

9 

12 

44 

5-6  „ 

1 

1 

5 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

10 

11 

36 

6-7  „ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

10 

8 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

14 

6 

44 

7-8  „ 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

2 

5 

4 

1 

3 

1 

16 

9 

41 

8-9  „ 

C  -  ( 

3 

6 

5 

1 

1 

7 

17 

5 

45 

9-10  „ 

•  •  • 

. . . 

2 

3 

10 

1 

3 

1 

14 

10 

44 

10-11  „ 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

3 

7 

2 

1 

3 

15 

5 

40 

11-12  „ 

1 

2 

10 

1 

2 

15 

5 

36 

Totals . 

86 

8 

67 

74 

58 

47 

8 

27 

148 

131 

654 
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TABLE  No.  3. 


Deaths  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Nature  of 

Diseases. 

How  Fed. 

Occupation  of  Mother. 

Breast. 

Bottle. 

Artificial  food. 

- — - . 

Both  Breast 
and  Bottle. 

o 

o 

o 

„ _  ) 

Cotton  Workers. 

Charwoman  or 
D’m’stic  Servant 

Other 

Occupation. 

Housework. 

i 

Zymotic  Diseases  ... 

28 

18 

11 

8 

1 

1 

47 

Diarrhoea  . 

15 

46 

1 

12 

8 

3 

2 

61 

Convulsions  and  Den- 

tition  . 

22 

20 

2 

7 

5 

9 

1 

1 

45 

Congenital  Mai- 

formation  . 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

8 

Inanition,  Debility, 

or  Atrophy  . . . 

19 

24 

3 

8 

12 

6 

2 

58  ; 

Premature  Birth  ...  . 

40 

7 

5 

1 

28 

8 

1 

1 

71 

Tubercular  Diseases 

9 

14 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

22 

Bronchitis  and  Pneu- 

monia  .  .. 

60 

63 

2 

24 

17 

4 

4 

124 

All  other  Diseases  ... 

49 

56 

5 

11 

12 

19 

7 

6 

101 

Totals  . 

248 

248 

18 

79 

61 

80 

20 

17 

537 

25 


TABLE  No.  4. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  IN  THE  33  LARGE  TOWNS 

PER  1000  BIRTHS. 


1898. 

1897. 

Ten  Years, 
1888-1897. 

33  Towns  ... 

178 

177 

167 

London 

. 

167 

159 

155 

West  Ham  .. 

.  .  . 

170 

172 

154 

Croydon 

.  .  . 

150 

135 

128 

Brighton 

• 

181 

144 

148 

Portsmouth 

,  . 

156 

168 

150 

Plymouth  ... 

.  •  . 

170 

185 

168 

Bristol 

•  •  • 

164 

149 

144 

Cardiff 

•  •  • 

158 

151 

160 

Swansea 

•  •  • 

184 

140 

157 

Wolverhampton 

•  .  . 

200 

217 

188 

Birmingham 

.  .  . 

191 

214 

180 

Norwich 

•  •  » 

192 

194 

175 

Leicester 

,  .  , 

191 

205 

199 

Nottingham 

.  . 

178 

206 

174 

Derby 

.  , 

169 

168 

152 

Birkenhead 

... 

186 

164 

166 

Liverpool  ... 

•  •  • 

184 

200 

189 

Bolton 

168 

186 

179 

Manchester... 

.. 

197 

195 

185 

Salford 

212 

219 

198 

OLDHAM  . 

•  •  « 

174 

183 

178 

Burnley 

.  .  . 

195 

220 

209 

Blackburn  ... 

... 

206 

206 

201 

Preston 

.  •  . 

225 

262 

234 

Huddersfield 

.  . 

153 

131 

158 

Halifax 

... 

163 

140 

158 

Bradford 

.  ,  . 

185 

179 

171 

Leeds 

•  •  • 

182 

190 

178 

Sheffield 

... 

195 

198 

180 

Hull . 

... 

182 

181 

173 

Sunderland 

202 

165 

169 

Gateshead  ... 

... 

208 

172 

166 

Newcastle  ... 

•  • 

190 

178 

167 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

SHOWING  BIRTH,  DEATH,  AND  ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATES 
in  33  Large  Towns  during  the  year  1898. 


CITIES  AND  BOROUGHS. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Birth 

Rates. 

Death 

Rates. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rates. 

33  Towns  . 

11,218,378 

30 ‘3 

19-0 

2-85 

London  . 

4,504,766 

29  5 

18-7 

278 

West  Ham . 

286,654 

306 

15-4 

2'68 

Croydon  . 

124,421 

25-4 

13-9 

P99 

Brighton  . 

122,310 

24-8 

16-9 

2*36 

Portsmouth . 

186,618 

26-7 

16-3 

2-16 

Plymouth  . 

99,136 

297 

19-5 

245 

Bristol . 

316,900 

28-6 

17-2 

2-69 

Cardiff . 

177,770 

3P1 

14-8 

2-24 

Swansea  . 

102,001 

28-9 

18-6 

3-21 

Wolverhampton . 

88,051 

35*8 

21  *3 

349 

Birmingham . 

510,343 

34'0 

20-0 

2-78 

Norwich  . 

111.699 

29-9 

19-0 

3-26 

Leicester  . 

208,662 

29  6 

16-9 

3-35 

Nottingham . 

236,137 

28-9 

17-7 

2-37 

Derby  . 

1 04,834 

274 

16-8 

2  26 

Birkenhead . 

113,189 

304 

174 

2-53 

Liverpool  . 

633,645 

35-2 

24-0 

3-22 

Bolton . 

122,495 

30-9 

194 

2*93 

Manchester . 

539,079 

32-7 

2P9 

3-11 

Salford . 

215,702 

34-7 

22'7 

4-03 

OLDHAM  . 

148,288 

25-4 

17*6 

2*15 

Burnley . 

109,546 

274 

16-3 

2-04 

Blackburn  . 

133,228 

27-1 

18-4 

2-57 

Preston . 

116,356 

3P0 

19  3 

3*07 

Huddersfield  . 

102,454 

22-5 

159 

1-61 

Halifax  . 

96,729 

22-9 

17-9 

2  15 

Bradford  . 

233,737 

24-0 

17-6 

2T2 

Leeds  . 

416,618 

3P2 

19-2 

3B2 

Sheffield  . 

356,478 

33*9 

20-2 

3-82 

Hull  . 

229,887 

33  4 

18-4 

2-99 

Sunderland . 

143,849 

35-4 

226 

3-69 

Gateshead  . 

103,775 

So  o 

20-6 

3*10 

Newcastle  . 

223,021 

3P7 

i 

21‘4 

2-84 

TABLE  No.  6. — Showing  Population,  Births  and  Birth  Bates,  Deaths  and  Death  Bates.' — 1898. 
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TABLE  No.  7. 

Estimated  Population,  also  Deaths  at  all  Ages,  and  at  5  Groups  of  Ages 


Groups  of  Ages. 

Population. 

Deaths, 

Death  rates 
per  1000 

Census,  1891 

Estimated, 

1898. 

1898. 

living  Popu¬ 
lation,  1898. 

All  Ages 

131,463 

148,288 

2,598 

17-6 

Under  5  Years 

15,466 

16,559 

1,009 

60-9 

5  to  15  ,, 

29,281 

33,105 

134 

4-0 

15  to  25  ,, 

26,406 

29,937 

112 

3-7 

25  to  65  ,, 

56,598 

64,368 

900 

14-0 

65  Years  and  upwards. 

3,712 

4,319 

443 

102-6 

MALES 

All  Ages 

62,862 

70,618 

1,395 

19-7 

Under  5  Years 

7,507 

7,932 

571 

72-0 

5  to  15  ,, 

14,349 

16,209 

78 

4-8 

15  to  25  ,, 

12,551 

14,255 

64 

4-5 

25  to  65  „ 

26,890 

30,422 

470 

15-4 

65  years  and  upwards.. 

1,565 

1,800 

212 

117-8 

FEMALES 

All  Ages 

68,601 

77,670 

1,203 

15-5 

Under  5  Years 

7,959 

8,627 

438 

50-8 

5  to  15  ,, 

14,932 

16,896 

56 

3-3 

15  to  25  ,, 

13,855 

15,682 

48 

3-1 

25  to  65  „ 

29,708 

33,946 

430 

12-7 

65  Years  and  upwards. 

2,147 

2,519 

231 

91-7 

1 
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TABLE  No.  8. 

Death  Rates  per  1,000  population  in  the  various  Wards,  from 

various  Diseases. 

1898. 


Ward. 

All  causes 

Seven 

Principal 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

Phthisis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Deaths 

under 

1  year  to 
1000  births 

St.  Mary’s 

20*4 

3-8 

1*3 

1-9 

2-4 

194 

St.  Peter’s 

14-7 

1-8 

1-3 

1-1 

1*5 

152 

Werneth 

14-4 

1-3 

1*3 

1-2 

2-4 

126 

Westwood 

18-2 

2-9 

1*7 

2-0 

1-8 

238 

St.  Paul’s 

17-9 

1-9 

1-2 

2-5 

21 

167 

Coldhurst 

20-9 

1-7 

2-2 

2-9 

1-6 

211 

Hartford 

18-1 

1-9 

1-7 

2-0 

2-0 

180 

Hollinwood 

16-5 

2-8 

1-6 

31 

1-1 

93 

Clarksfield 

16-7 

1-9 

1-2 

19 

1-9 

174 

Mumps 

20-8 

3-2 

2*3 

2*5 

2-7 

232 

St.  James’ 

16-5 

2-4 

1-5 

1-4 

2-2 

142 

Waterhead 

16-2 

1-2 

1-1 

1*6 

2-4 

189 
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TABLE 

Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1898,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District 


1 

Mortality  from  all  Causes  at  subjoined  Ages- 

Mortality 

. 

in 

O 

id 

id 

GO 

Names  oe  Localities. 

w. 

CD 

bJD 

<1 

r— H 

<U 

'  O 

C 

r— 1 

CD 

rO 

53 

rc> 

r~] 

<D 
'  o 

O 

Ss 

£ 

| 

d 

td 

rH 

fH 

r— ; 

O 

H 
r— * 

r~| 

CD 

ro 

1  O 

'  o 

S 

< 

c 

cS 

r-* 

S 

cS 

CS 

to 

ui 

•  f-H 

P 

r-H 

VO 

VO 

r-H 

o 

CM 

LQ 

CO 

St.  Mary’s . 

240 

69 

46 

15 

9 

71 

30 

Under  5 

5  upwards. 

i 

1 

. . . 

•  •  • 

St.  Peter’s  _  . 

197 

44 

19 

9 

8 

83 

34 

Under  5 

5  upwards. 

1 

i 

1 

Werneth . 

195 

44 

25 

7 

4 

71 

44 

Under  5 

5  upwards 

i 

Westwood . 

238 

77 

35 

12 

13 

69 

32 

Under  5 

2 

5  upwards. 

St.  Paul’s  . 

208 

53 

29 

13 

10 

70 

33 

Under  5 

3 

5  upwards. 

1 

Coldhurst  . 

249 

63 

28 

11 

6 

90 

51 

Under  5 

2 

2 

5  upwards 

•  •  • 

Hartford  . 

254 

51 

29 

11 

15 

102 

46 

Under  5 

1 

5  upwards. 

•  •  • 

Hollinwood  . 

145 

26 

23 

14 

6 

47 

29 

Under  5 

5 

1 

o  upwards. 

4 

.  .  . 

Clarksfield . 

231 

69 

22 

13 

13 

70 

44 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5  upwards. 

... 

.  .  . 

Mumps  . 

211 

51 

34 

8 

7 

84 

27 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5  upwards 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

St.  James’  . 

193 

40 

30 

12 

9 

73 

29 

Under  5 

1 

o  upwards. 

.  .  . 

Waterhead  . 

237 

67 

35 

9 

12 

70 

44 

Under  5 

2 

5  upwards 

.  .  . 

Totals  . 

2,598 

654 

355 

134 

112 

900 

443 

Under  5 

17 

8 

5  upwards. 

7 

2 

#  Workhouse  . 

235 

5 

2 

3 

5 

128 

92 

Under  5 

5  upwards. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

^Infirmary  . 

34 

1 

2 

3 

5 

19 

4 

Under  5 

5  upwards. 

•  •  • 

#  W  esthulme  Hospital 

25 

4 

12 

5 

3 

1 

Under  5 

5  upwards 

10 

3 

*  The  deaths  occurring  in  the  Institutions  are 

The 

subjoined  numbers 

have  been  taken  into 

Deaths  occurring  outside  the 

6 

1 

o 

n 

1 

Under  5 

district  among  persons  be¬ 
longing  thereto. 

A 

A 

5  upwards. 

. . . 

Deaths  occurring  within  the 

101 

5 

2 

59 

28 

Under  5 

district  among  persons  not 

3 

4 

5  upwards 

belonging  thereto. 

•  •  • 

-  • 

Area 

and  Population  of  the  District 

Area  in  Acres 

:  4,729. 

Population  (C 

ensus,  1891) :  131,463. 
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No.  9. 

of  Oldham,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


from  subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


co 

Fevers. 

r~; 

cjo 

1  s J> 

CD 

3.2 

a5 

CO 

CD 

CO 

Membranou 

Croup. 

Typhus. 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid. 

Puerperal. 

Erysipelas. 

Measles 

d 

O 

O 

bJO 

.£ 

o 

o 

-d 

£ 

Diarrhoea  an 

Dysentery. 

$ 

Ed 

o 

•  r—4 

d—> 

g 

r-j 

CD 
r~ | 

Ph 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis,  Pm 

monia,  and  Pleur 

CD 

CO 

•  r— 1 

P 

cS 

CD 

tn 

Influenza. 

Injuries. 

CD 

CO 

•  (H 

9 

rH 

CO 

r~| 

-4^> 

o 

Total. 

1 

12 

12 

15 

2 

23 

1 

17 

115 

1 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

1 

2 

4  4  4 

13 

28 

10 

.  , 

7 

61 

125 

... 

.. 

4  4  4 

7 

1 

7 

4  4  4 

•  -  4 

9 

l 

2 

35 

63 

1 

4 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

5 

1 

17 

26 

22 

4  4  4 

2 

53 

131 

... 

4  4  4 

4 

6 

5 

4.4 

1 

39 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

2 

31 

69 

2 

2 

4  4  4 

... 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

1 

17 

30 

18 

2 

2 

52 

126 

... 

1 

19 

6 

8 

2 

28 

4  4  4 

... 

16 

112 

3 

... 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

2 

20 

21 

17 

3 

3 

57 

126 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

6 

10 

4  4  4 

20 

4  4  4 

2 

39 

82 

2 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

1 

11 

31 

12 

1 

1 

55 

126 

... 

6 

3 

5 

4  4  4 

2 

28 

1 

4  4  4 

1 

13 

91 

1 

1 

1 

1 

21 

25 

15 

1 

6 

81 

158 

... 

... 

4 

5 

12 

4  4  4 

11 

1 

4  4  4 

2 

11 

80 

4 

1 

4  4  4 

1 

4  4  4 

21 

12 

28 

1 

6 

67 

174 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

3 

6 

4  -  4 

4  4  4 

11 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

21 

19 

3 

2 

4  4  4 

4  4  . 

1 

1 

11 

26 

12 

4  4  4 

1 

32 

96 

1 

... 

... 

9 

5 

6 

4  4  4 

4  4  W 

23 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

41 

91 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

3 

4  4  4 

17 

30 

11 

4  4  4 

1 

71 

140 

3 

4  4  4 

10 

6 

10 

4  4  4 

1 

15 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

37 

85 

1 

3 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

1 

4  4  4 

22 

37 

5 

3 

53 

126 

4  •  • 

4  4  4 

4  4. 

7 

7 

8 

4  4  4 

1 

11 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

1 

28 

70 

•  •  • 

3 

... 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

2 

4  4. 

17 

28 

17 

1 

5 

47 

123 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

... 

1 

6 

3 

6 

4  4  4 

2 

33 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

49 

102 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

1 

11 

26 

21 

1 

1 

65 

135 

5 

3 

87 

63 

98 

11 

237 

5 

11 

161 

1009 

2 

. . . 

23 

13 

2 

2 

16 

8 

213 

353 

191 

13 

17 

697 

1589 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

4  4. 

4 

16 

31 

28 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

119 

228 

4  4  4 

... 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

* 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

11 

17 

31 

4  4  4 

6 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

16 

6 

•  44 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

.  .  . 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

9 

distributed 

over  the  Wards  from  which  they  came. 

account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of 

mortality 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

4  4  4 

... 

4  4  4 

. . . 

4  4  4 

1 

.  .  . 

4  4 

4  4  4 

1 

1 

1 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

1 

1 

4  4  • 

2 

3 

7 

•  ♦  • 

1 

. . . 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

... 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

9 

9 

13 

... 

18 

41 

94 

or  Division  to  which  this  Return  relates. 

Death  Rates  :  General,  17‘6  per  1,000  population ;  Infant,  174  per  1,000  births. 
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TABLE  No.  10. 


Showing  the  Birth-rates,  also  Rates  of  Mortality  from  all  causes,  from  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  from  Phthisis,  Bronchitis,  and  Pneumonia, 
during  the  years  1877-1898. 


Years. 

Population 

RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM 

Deaths 

under 

1  year  to 
1000  births 

Births 

Deaths 
all  causes 

7  princip’] 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

Phthisis 

Bron¬ 

chitis 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

1877 

99,557 

40-2 

24-9 

3-0 

2-2 

3-3 

1-6 

162 

1878 

102,573 

39-8 

26-9 

5-7 

2-3 

3-5 

1-5 

175 

1879 

105,679 

36-2 

22-7 

2-8 

2-1 

3-4 

1-8 

157 

1880 

108,880 

35-4 

24*6 

4-3 

2-3 

3-3 

1-7 

181 

1881 

112,176 

35-3 

22-7 

2-3 

2-3 

3-4 

2-0 

152 

Avera 

g*e  5  y’rs 

37*4 

243 

3*6 

2*2 

3*4 

1*7 

165 

1882 

114,017 

35-3 

24-9 

2-8 

2-3 

3-4 

2-1 

182 

1883 

115,888 

36  0 

22-5 

1-5 

2-3 

2-9 

1-8 

159 

1884 

117,791 

37-4 

25-9 

3-7 

2-6 

2-8 

2-3 

182 

1885 

119,724 

37-5 

23-2 

2-1 

2-4 

2-7 

2-2 

167 

1886 

121,690 

34-7 

24-2 

3-0 

2-3 

3-1 

1-9 

175 

Avera 

g-e  5  y'rs 

36*2 

24*1 

2-6 

2*4 

3*0 

2-0 

173 

1887 

123,687 

33-8 

25-8 

4-5 

2-0 

3-2 

2-1 

187 

1888 

125,717 

33-3 

22  3 

2-2 

1-9 

2-6 

2-6 

151 

1889 

127,781 

31*5 

22-7 

3-3 

1-9 

2-8 

2-6 

178 

1890 

129,877 

31*0 

24-4 

2-5 

2-0 

3-4 

3-1 

180 

1891 

132,010 

30-8 

25*6 

2-3 

1-9 

3-7 

3-3 

193 

Avera 

g:e  5  y’rs 

32*1 

24*2 

2*9 

1*9 

3*1 

2*7 

178 

1892 

134,221 

28-9 

21-9 

2-6 

2-1 

2-7 

2-3 

177 

1893 

136,469 

28*5 

20-96 

2-5 

1-9 

2-2 

2-3 

186 

1894 

138,755 

27-1 

18-5 

1-8 

1-9 

2-0 

1-8 

162 

1895 

141,079 

27-4 

21-9 

2-7 

1-7 

2-6 

2-3 

190 

1896 

143,442 

27-2 

20-3 

2-8 

1-6 

2-36 

2-2 

183 

Avera 

ge  5  y’rs 

278 

20  7 

2  5 

1*8 

24 

2  2 

180 

1897 

145,845 

26-1 

19-2 

2-5 

1-6 

1-9 

2-1 

183 

1898 

148,288 

25-4 

17-6 

2-2 

1-5 

1  9 

2’0 

174 
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TABLE  No.  11. 


Showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic 
Diseases  in  the  Borough  of  Oldham,  during  the  years  1877-1898. 


Year 

Population 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

j  Diphtheria 

I  Whooping 
Cough 

F  ever 

Typhus  and 

Typhoid 

i 

|  Diarrhoea 

Total 

Deaths 

1877 

99,557 

19 

11 

58 

11 

111 

28 

58 

296 

1878 

102,573 

1 

114 

240 

26 

77 

36 

93 

587 

1879 

105,679 

•  •  . 

9 

136 

19 

60 

25 

46 

295 

1880 

108,880 

.  .  . 

96 

131 

9 

70 

28 

142 

476 

1881 

112,176 

9 

7 

87 

10 

36 

39 

69 

257 

1882 

114,017 

4 

69 

58 

10 

77 

26 

74 

318 

1883 

115,888 

2 

6 

21 

9 

38 

26 

76 

178 

1884 

117,791 

.  . 

193 

33 

7 

36 

22 

149 

440 

1885 

119,724 

•  •  . 

54 

20 

14 

104 

18 

46 

256 

1886 

121,690 

.  .  . 

89 

32 

29 

57 

30 

134 

371 

1887 

123,687 

.  •  • 

176 

103 

62 

100 

25 

89 

555 

1888 

125,717 

13 

53 

66 

36 

40 

24 

43 

275 

1889 

127,781 

.  .  . 

126 

54 

16 

127 

20 

78 

421 

1890 

129,878 

.  .  . 

95 

25 

6 

82 

15 

96 

319 

1891 

132,010 

.  .  . 

97 

25 

18 

71 

27 

68 

306 

1892 

134,221 

15 

139 

42 

18 

68  1 

16 

56 

354 

1893 

136,469 

65 

29 

16 

16 

56 

26 

140 

348 

1894 

138,755 

22 

56 

21 

39 

58 

15 

46 

257 

1895 

141,079 

23 

97 

16 

25 

57 

26 

143 

387 

1896 

143,442 

•  •  • 

165 

56 

34 

53 

23 

72 

403 

1897 

145,845 

•  .  « 

96 

21 

9 

77 

19 

145 

367 

1898 

148,288 

87 

24 

10 

65 

23 

114 

323 

34 
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TABLE  No.  13. 


Prices  of  Coal,  Bread,  Flour,  Butchers’  Meat,  and  Potatoes,  and  the 
number  of  Paupers  relieved  in  Oldham,  1885-98. 


Coal 
per  Ton. 

Bread 

per  dozen  lbs. 

Flour, 
per  load  of 
280  lbs. 

Meat 
per  lb. 

Potatoes, 
per  load  of 
252  lbs. 

Weekly  No.  of 
Indoor  Poor. 

s. 

d. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

1885 

7 

9 

Hi 

• 

5 

6 

5 

890 

1886 

8 

0 

Hi 

• 

«i 

7 

4 

931 

1887 

7 

6 

24 

6 

8 

10 

910 

1888 

7 

6 

25 

3 

5 

6 

4 

936 

1889 

8 

4 

26 

10 

5 

7 

6 

946 

1890 

10 

10 

26 

10 

47 

6 

11 

921 

1891 

10 

7 

29 

2 

47 

10 

2 

901 

1892 

9 

7 

26 

3 

4_5 

7 

4 

937 

1893 

11 

7 

21 

6 

4J 

6 

6 

1,011 

1894 

9 

4 

18 

4 

41 

6 

6 

1,075 

1895 

7 

8 

17 

0 

41 

*8 

6 

9 

1,089 

1896 

7 

4 

20 

0 

«kf< 

CO 

5 

11 

1,037 

1897 

7 

4 

•  •  • 

24 

7 

Si 

6 

54 

1,061 

1898 

7 

8 

•  •  • 

27 

5 

3* 

9 

5 

1,131 
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TABLE  No.  14. 

Return  of  Inquests  held  in  Oldham,  touching  the  cause  of  death  of  any 
person,  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1898. 


INQUESTS. 

Males 

Females. 

Infants  (Legitimate),  under  1  year  . 

23 

10 

,,  1  year  and  under  7  years . 

13 

5 

Infants  (Illegitimate  or  unknown)  under  1  year  . 

4 

,,  1  year  and  under  7  years .  ... 

. . . 

... 

Children,  7  years  and  under  16. . 

5 

6 

Youths,  16  years  and  under  25 . 

6 

1 

Adults,  25  years  and  under  60  . . 

39 

19 

Aged,  60  years  and  above  . 

12 

14 

Total  . 

102 

55 

VERDICTS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Murder  . . . 

Manslaughter  . 

1 

•  •  • 

Suicide,  while  Insane . 

10 

8 

Accidental  Death .  . 

46 

16 

Round  Dead . . . 

4 

3 

Excessive  Drinking  . 

Natural  Causes  . . . 

42 

28 

Total  Costs . 

,£270 

5  7 

38 


TABLE  No.  15. 


BOROUGH  OF  OLDHAM. 

Deaths  Registered  at  Several  Groups  of  Ages  from  Different  Causes 
during  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1898. 

AGES. 


Cause  of  Death. 

1  0  to  1 

1 

,8 

O 

4— > 

>C 

Te  u  £ 

c  Y 
H  fl  ^ 
S3 

5  to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  35 

XO 

'T 

C 

>-0 

ec 

LO 

O 

O 

+-< 

lO 

-T 

0 

ZD 

O 

XO 

60  to  65 

i-O 

1  — 

0 

+=> 

XO 

sC 

10 

1  00 
;  0 

1  +-■ 

1  0 

1  - 

85  and 

upwards 

O 

Eh 

Classes. 

I.— Specific  Febrile,  or 

Zymotic  Diseases... 

156 

175 

331 

53 

65 

61 

71 

41 

18 

6 

12 

7 

665 

II. — Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

2 

2 

0 

III.— Dietetic  Diseases  ... 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

11 

IV. — Constitutional 

Diseases... 

5 

5 

10 

5 

12 

15 

26 

16 

15 

29 

7 

135 

V. — Developmental 

Diseases... 

94 

•  •  • 

94 

... 

... 

10 

33 

6 

143 

VI.— Local  Diseas  s . 

294 

158 

452 

67 

38 

75 

119 

141 

93 

120 

220 

92 

4 

1421 

VII. — Deaths  from  Violence 

8 

6 

14 

5 

7 

8 

9 

6 

4 

2 

4 

1 

1 

61 

VIII. — Deaths  from  III- 

DEFINED  AND  Not 

Specified  Causes  ... 

95 

11 

1 

106 

4 

2 

4 

8 

10 

4 

6 

11 

5 

... 

16" 

Totals  . 

j 

654 

355 

1009 

134 

112 

161 

227 

226 

137 

149 

287 

145 

11 

2598 

I.— Specific  Febrile,  or 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

! 

1.  Miasmatic  Diseases. 

Smallpox  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

. 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

Measles . 

26 

61 

87 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

87 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

16 

17 

7 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

24 

Typhus . 

. . , 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  1 

.  .  . 

... 

Whooping  Cough  . 

25 

38 

63 

o 

,  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  «  . 

.  .  « 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.. 

65 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

rr 

/ 

8 

2 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

•  .  1 

•  .  . 

•  •  . 

10 

Simple  Continued  and  Ill- 

defined  Fever  . 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever . 

..." 

... 

5 

”7 

5 

3 

2 

... 

1 

23 

Tabes  Mesenterica . 

4 

4 

8 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

13 

Tubercular  Meningitis,  Hydro- 

cephalus . 

6 

14 

20 

10 

4 

1 

2 

.  • 

.  . 

.  .  . 

37 

Phthisis  . 

4 

hr 

7 

11 

17 

43 

49 

55 

34 

13 

5 

5 

1 

224 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis, 

Scrofula  . 

4 

3 

7 

3 

5 

3 

3 

21 

Other  Miasmatic  Diseases . 

1 

1 

, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Influenza  ...  . 

... 

... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

0 

JmJ 

... 

2 

3 

13  1 

2.  Diarrhoeal  Diseases. 

Simple  Cholera  . 

,  . 

... 

• .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.. 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery . 

76 

22 

98 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

... 

114 

TABLE  No.  15— Continued. 
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AGES. 

m 

Cause  of  Death. 

j  0  to  1 

1  to  5 

|  Total 

1  under  5 
years 

iO 

F— H 

o 

15  to  25 

25  to  35 

35  to  45 

45  to  55 

0 

CD 

O 

-M 

IO 

IO 

60  to  65 

65  to  75 

75  to  85 

|  85  and 
j  upwards 

<1 

Eh 

O 

EH 

3.  Malarial  Diseases. 

Remittent  Fever . 

Ague . . . 

4.  Zoogenous  Diseases. 
Cowpox  and  Effects  of  Yacci- 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

nation . . 

Other  Diseases,  Hydrophobia, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Glanders,  Splenic  Fever  ... 

5.  Venereal  Diseases. 

.  .  . 

4  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

• .  . 

*  •  4 

• 4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

• 4  4 

4  4  4 

•  .  . 

Syphilis . 

Gonorrhoea,  Stricture  of  Ure- 

6 

2 

8 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

... 

... 

12 

thra . 

6.  Septic  Diseases. 

•  4  4 

.  .  . 

4  4  4 

•  4  4 

4  •  • 

.  .  . 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

I 

4  4  4 

1 

Erysipelas . 

3 

3 

.  .  • 

1 

... 

,  . 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

5 

Pyaemia,  Septicaemia  . 

Puerperal  Fever . 

II.—  Parasitic  Diseases. 

Thrush,  and  other  Vegetable 

4  4  4 

•  4 

1 

'2 

8 

3 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

2 

13 

Parasitic  Diseases  . 

Worms,  Hydatids,  and  other 
Animal  Parasitic  Diseases. 

III. — Dietetic  Diseases. 

'  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Starva¬ 
tion  . 

2 

... 

2 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

« 

Scurvy  . 

Chronic  Alcoholism . 

5 

1 

O 

Jmd 

i 

9 

Delirium  Tremens  . . 

IV. — Constitutional 
Diseases. 

Rheumatic  Fever,  Rheumatism 
of  the  Heart . 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

0 

8 

Rheumatism  . 

Gout . 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

1 

3 

2 

... 

3 

1 

... 

14 

Rickets . 

3 

1 

~7 

~7 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . . . 
Purpura,  Haemorrhagic  Dia- 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

5 

12 

21 

9 

12 

23 

4 

... 

86 

thesis  . 

Anaemia,  Chlorosis,  Leucocy- 

1 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

thasmia  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

13 

Glycosuria,  Diabetes  Mellitus.. 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Other  Constitutional  Diseases.. 

•  •  * 

4  4 

.  .  . 

*  *  * 

4  •  • 

•  •  * 

4  4 

4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

. . . 
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V.—  Developmental 

Diseases. 

Premature  Birth . 

81 

81 

81 

Atelectasis  . 

rj 

/ 

7 

| 

7 

Congenital  Malformations . 

6 

6 

... 

... 

• .  . 

6 

Old  Age  . 

10 

33 

6 

49 

VI.- —  Local  Diseases. 

1 .  Di senses  of  Nervo us  System . 
Inflammation  of  Brain  or 

62 

Membranes  . 

12 

24 

36 

13 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

Apoplexy,  Softening  of  Brain, 
•Hemiplegia,  Brain  Paralysis. 

146 

1 

... 

1 

1 

3 

2 

16 

21 

14 

18 

47 

23 

.  .  . 

Insanity,  General  Paralysis  of 

9 

the  Insane . 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Epilepsy  . 

1 

1 

4 

5 

3 

4 

1 

2 

20 

Convulsions  . 

48 

11 

59 

1 

60 

Laryngismus  Stridulus  (Spasm 

of  Glottis)  . 

5 

5 

5 

Disease  of  Spinal  Cord,  Para- 

18 

plegia,  Paralysis  Agitans . . . 
Other  Diseases  of  Nervous 

3 

... 

3 

... 

... 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

3 

System  . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

8 

2.  Diseases  of  Organs  of 

1 

Special  Sense. 

1 

Of  Ear,  Eye,  Nose . 

1 

3.  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

System. 

1 

Pericarditis  . 

1 

_ 

Acute  Endocarditis . 

1 

1 

.  , 

0 

w 

Valvular  Diseases  of  Heart  ... 

1 

1 

3 

2 

9. 

5 

14 

4 

5 

8  , 

6 

.  .  . 

57 

Other  Diseases  of  Heart  . 

3 

1 

4 

C7 

7 

5 

4 

18 

20 

15 

15 

41 

9 

1 

139 

Aneurism . 

Embolism,  Thrombosis  . 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

...  | 

... 

... 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  Vessels 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

1 

... 

5 

4.  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System. 

Laryngitis  . 

1 

4 

5 

1 

1 

l 

Croup  . 

1 

4 

5 

2 

7 

Emphvsema,  Asthma . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

4 

17 

Bronchitis  . 

75 

31 

106 

2 

1 

5 

15 

23 

26 

31 

47 

30 

3 

289 

Pneumonia  . 

73 

58 

131 

18  | 

10 

19 

31 

26 

16 

20 

23  1 

6 

300 

Pleurisy  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

t  • 

1 

... 

1 

System  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

i 

! 
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5.  Diseases  of  Digestive 
System. 

Dentition  . . 

8 

5 

13 

13 

Sore  Throat,  Quinsy  . 

... 

Diseases  of  Stomach  . 

16 

7 

23 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

34 

Enteritis  . 

33 

2 

35 

2 

O 

L. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

45 

Obstructive  Diseases  of 

Intestines  . 

] 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

14 

Hernia . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Peritonitis  . 

i 

1 

2 

2 

6 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

20 

Ascites  . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

14 

Jaundice  and  other  Diseases 
of  Liver  . 

i 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

11 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive 
System  . 

7 

3 

10 

•  «  • 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  »  • 

14 

6.  Diseases  of  Lymphatic 
System. 

Of  Lymphatics  and  of  Spleen  . 

... 

#  •  • 

7.  Diseases  of  Glancllike 
Organs  of  Uncertain  Use. 

Bronchocele,  Addison’s 

Disease  . 

8.  Diseases  of  Urinary 

System. 

Nephritis . 

Bright’s  Disease,  Albuminuria. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

5 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

24 

1 

9 

4 

6 

3 

5 

7 

1 

36 

Disease  of  Bladder  or  of  Pros¬ 
tate  . 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

8 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Urinary 
System  . 

9.  Diseases  of  Reproductive 
System. 

a.  Of  Organs  of  Generation. 

Male  Organs  . 

Female  Organs  . 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

*  *  * 

4 

1 

b.  Of  Parturition. 

Abortion,  Miscarriage  . 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Convulsions  . 

Placenta  prmvia,  Flooding  . . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

Other  Accidents  of  Childbirth. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

3 

4 

.  .  . 

... 

•  • 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

7 

10.  Diseases  of  Bones  and 

J oints. 

Caries,  Necrosis  . 

Arthritis,  Ostitis,  Periostitis... 
Other  Diseases  of  Bones  and 
Joints . 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

i 

... 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

42 


TABLE  No.  15 — Continued. 


AGES. 

xn 

Cause  op  Death. 

| 

rH 

O 

o 

1  to  5 

Total 
l  under  5 
years. 

»o 

r-H 

0 

4-3 

no 

>0 

C-l 

B 

10 

no 

co 

0 

4-3 

no 

Ol 

no 

Tfl 

O 

4-3 

no 

CO 

no 

no 

0 

4-3 

IO 

0 

CD 

O 

4-3 

no 

no 

60  to  65 

65  to  75 

75  to  85 

I 

85  and 
|  upwards 

-< 

O 

EH 

11.  Diseases  of  Integumentary 
System. 

Carbuncle,  Phlegmon . 

1 

i 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Integumen¬ 
tary  System  . 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

VII.— Deaths  from 
Violence. 

1.  Accident  or  Negligence. 
Fractures  and  Contusions . 

2 

2 

Q 

7 

5 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

29 

Gunshot  Wounds  . 

I 

Cut,  Stab . 

Burn,  Scald . 

1 

2 

3 

1 

( 

4 

Poison  . 

1 

1 

1 

Drowning . 

9 

w 

2 

2 

Suffocation  . 

2 

2 

2 

Otherwise . 

4 

... 

4 

2 

... 

6 

2.  Homicide. 

Manslaughter . 

Murder . 

3.  Suicide. 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  * 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Gunshot  Wounds  . 

... 

Cut,  Stab . 

i 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Poison  . 

Drowning . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

... 

... 

2 

4 

Hanging  . 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

Otherwise . 

VIII. — Deaths  from  III- 

. . . 

Defined  and  not 
Specified  Causes. 

Dropsy . 

Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition... 

69 

5 

74 

I 

, 

0 

*md 

2 

74 

Mortification  . 

Tumour . 

Abscess . 

1 

1 

”2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

6 

9 

Hcemorrhage  . 

Sudden  Death  (cause  not 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

ascertained)  . 

18 

3 

21 

2 

1 

1 

6 

7 

2 

5 

5 

4 

54 

Causes  not  Specified  or  Ill- 
defined  . 

7 

2 

9 

1 

1 

4 

15 
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Part  II. 


During  the  year  1898,  the  total  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  notified  was  474.  This  is  a  slight 
increase  on  the  year  1897,  when  the  number  of  cases  notified 
was  468,  but  2.52  less  than  the  average  for  the  preceding 
ten  years. 

Of  the  notifiable  diseases,  1  case  of  Smallpox,  346  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  39  cases  of  Diphtheria,  68  cases  of  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  20  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  reported  in  the 
year  1898,  compared  with  332  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  38 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  86  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  10  cases 
of  Puerperal  Fever  in  1897.  This  shows  a  marked  decrease 
in  the  cases  of  Typhoid,  and  an  increase  of  cases  of  Puerperal 
Fever,  reported. 


In  addition  to  the  above  cases  notified,  Measles  caused 
87  deaths,  compared  with  96  last  year;  Whooping  Cough 
65  deaths,  against  77  ;  and  Diarrhoea  114  deaths,  against 
145  in  1897,  causing  a  zymotic  death  rate  for  the  year  of 
2*2,  against  2'5  in  1897,  and  2 '8  in  1896.  Altogether  323 
deaths  occurred  from  this  class  of  disease,  against  367  in 
1897. 
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SMALLPOX. 

With  regard  to  this  disease,  the  Borough  has  been  very 
fortunate.  The  disease  was  introduced  into  the  town  on 
March  12th,  by  a  family  who  had  that  day  moved  into 
Oldham  from  Chadderton.  The  man  reported  to  me,  as 
suffering  from  the  above  disease,  was  removed  at  once  to 
Strinesdale  Hospital.  All  precautions  were  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  spread  of  the  disease,  and  besides  the  usual 
measures  taken  at  the  infected  house,  all  the  houses  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  were  visited  1 4  days  after  the  disease  was 
reported,  but  no  other  case  was  discovered. 

This  case  shows  the  importance  of  having  an  Isolation 
Hospital  in  readiness  for  immediate  removal  of  cases  of 
Smallpox.  If  the  patient  had  been  left  in  the  crowded 
neighbourhood  in  which  he  lived  for  a  day  or  two,  it  is 
almost  certain  his  would  not  have  been  the  only  case.  The 
case  was  a  very  mild  one,  and  the  disease  was  probably 
contracted  from  his  sister,  who  had  a  history  of  a  similar 
attack  about  ten  days  previously.  No  evidence  could  be 
obtained  of  the  source  of  her  infection. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  new  Vaccination  Act  came 
into  force,  and  Oldham  obtained  some  considerable  notoriety 
from  the  number  of  exemption  certificates  obtained  by 
parents  in  the  Borough.  A  very  curious  and  inexplicable 
fact  has  come  to  my  notice,  that  several  of  those  who  went 
through  the  trouble  of  obtaining  these  certificates  took 
their  children  to  a  medical  man  and  had  them  vaccinated  a 
few  days  after  obtaining  the  exemption  certificate. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

During  the  year  1898,  346  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
notified.  This  is  a  slight  increase  over  the  year  1897,  when 
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there  were  332  cases  notified.  The  death  rate  in  these 
cases  was  7' 2  per  cent.,  which  is  slightly  higher  than  in  the 
two  previous  years,  in  which  the  death  rates  were  6'0  and 
6*9  respectively. 

This  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  the  latter  five  months 
of  the  year. 

With  regard  to  the  various  Wards  of  the  Borough, 
Hollinwood  suffered  most  from  this  disease,  this  being 
probably  due  to  an  unrecognised  case  attending  one  of  the 
schools  in  that  district.  Measures  were  taken  to  remedy 
this  cause.  The  school  was  voluntarily  closed,  disinfected, 
and  cleaned,  with  the  satisfactory  result  that  only  isolated 
cases  of  the  disease  have  since  occurred  in  this  district. 

Another  School,  in  the  centre  of  the  Borough,  was 
instrumental  in  spreading  this  disease,  hut  by  visiting  all 
the  houses  where  the  children  were  or  had  been  recently 
absent  from  school,  several  unreported  cases  were  discovered, 
and  the  epidemic  in  connection  with  the  school  abated,  and 
it  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  the  school. 

St,  James’  and  Mumps  Wards  have  suffered  the  least 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  only  12  cases  being  reported  in  latter 
and  9  in  the  former  Ward  during  the  year. 

With  regard  to  the  age  distribution  of  this  disease,  31 
per  cent,  of  the  cases  occurred  in  children  under  5  years  of 
age,  and  77  per  cent,  under  10  years  of  age.  All  except 
one  of  the  deaths  from  this  disease  occurred  under  the  age 
of  ten,  and  the  high  percentage  of  mortality  under  the  age 
of  5  was  due  mainly  to  the  rather  large  proportion  of  very 
young  children  who  suffered  from  the  disease. 
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Under  5  years  of  age  the  percentage  of  deaths  among 
the  cases  was  14 '8,  against  8 '8  last  year  ;  from  5  to  10 
years  of  age  it  was  5  per  cent.,  against  5*8  last  year  ;  and 
over  10  the  percentage  was  1*25,  against  2*5  last  year. 
The  only  patient  over  10  who  died  from  this  disease  was  a 
girl  of  12  years  of  age,  who  died  on  the  second  day  of  the 
illness. 

Of  the  346  persons  suffering  from  this  disease,  161  were 
removed  for  isolation  to  Westhulme  Hospital.  This  is  46 
per  cent.,  compared  with  42  per  cent,  last  year. 

The  mortality  of  the  cases  removed  to  Hospital  compared 
with  the  general  average  is  :  Under  5  years  of  age,  20 '5  per 
cent.,  compared  with  1  4  8  per  cent  ;  and  from  5  to  10  years 
of  age  4  7  per  cent.,  compared  with  5  per  cent.;  over  10 
years  of  age  no  deaths  occurred  in  the  Hospital  from  Scarlet 
Fever. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

'thirty-nine  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during 
1898,  and  the  deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  11,  giving 
a  percentage  of  28*2  per  cent,  in  1897  the  number  of  cases 
notified  was  38,  with  10  deaths,  and  a  percentage  mortality 
of  26*3.  These  two  years  show  a  considerable  decrease  in 
this  disease  on  the  preceding  years.  All  the  deaths  occurred 
in  children  under  10  years  of  age. 

The  Wards  which  have  suffered  most  from  this  disease 
are  the  same  as  last  year — viz.,  St.  Peter’s  and  Clarksfield. 
In  St.  James’  there  were  no  cases,  and  only  one  each  in  St. 
Paul’s  and  Hollinwood  Wards. 
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The  following  is  a  comparison  of  those  cases  in  which 
antitoxin  was  used,  and  those  in  which  it  was  not 


ANTITOXIN  NOT  USED. 


No. 

Case. 

Result. 

1  . 

F.M.  . . 

. ..  Recovery. 

2  . 

E.D . 

...  Slow  recovery. 

3  . 

J.H . 

...  Recovery,  mild  case. 

4  . 

A.L . 

. ..  Death  in  a  few  hours 

5  . 

A.M . 

...  Recovery. 

6  . 

R.P . 

. ..  Recovery,  mild  case. 

7  . 

D.J . 

...  Recovery. 

8  . 

A.S . 

. ..  Recovery. 

9  . 

w.c . 

. ..  Recovery,  mild  case. 

10  . 

B.H . 

. . .  Recovery. 

11  . 

A.J . 

. ..  Death  in  a  few  hours 

12  . 

J.B . 

...  Death. 

13  . 

J.B 

Death. 

14  . 

A.S . 

. ..  Death. 

15  . 

M.L . 

. ..  Recovery. 

16  . 

T.M . 

. ..  Death. 

17  ...  . 

ir.B . 

. ..  Recovery. 

18  . 

G.W . 

...  Death. 

19  ...  .. 

F.M . 

. ..  Death. 

20  . 

E.S . 

...  Death. 

ANTITOXIN  USED. 
Day  of  Disease 


Fo] 

Case. 

Antitoxin  used. 

Result. 

1 

.  C.B. 

.  ...  3rd 

...  Throat  cleared  in  two  days. 

2 

.  E.A. 

...  .  1st  ... 

..  Rapid  Recovery. 

3 

.  F.A. 

.  1st 

..  Improved  Rapidly. 

4 

. .  E.G. 

...  .  4th 

..  Death,  child  18  months  old. 

5 

.  E.G. 

.  2nd  . . . 

..  Improved  in  48  hours. 

6 

.  E.S. 

. .  .  2nd  . . . . 

. .  Marked  improvement  in  12  hrs. 

7 

.  F.D. 

.  3rd  .... 

..  Very  severe  case,  but  good 
recovery. 

8 

.  ...  J.S. 

2nd  ..  . 

.  Recovery. 

9 

.  L.N. 

.  14th  ... 

Rapid  recovery. 

10 

.  L.W. 

.  ...  5th  .... 

.  Death  in  19  hours. 

11 

.  A.D. 

. .  .  2nd  . . . 

Recovery,  bad  case. 

12 

.  A.H. 

.  Early  .... 

.  Recovery. 

13 

.  ...  W.M, 

.  2nd  ... 

Recovery,  tracheotomy. 
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No. 

Case. 

Day  of  Disease 
Antitoxin  used. 

Result. 

14 

.  G.M. 

6th  . 

Recovery. 

15 

LH. 

.  .  4th  ...  . 

Recovery. 

16 

.  G.G. 

5th  . 

Slow  recovery. 

17 

..  ..  W.H.  . 

. .  .  2nd  . 

Rapid  recovery. 

18 

.  S.L. 

6th  (about).. 

Recovery. 

19 

.  D.A.  .. 

3rd  . 

Recovery. 

There  were  20  cases  in  which  antitoxin  was  not  used, 
and  9  deaths,  giving  a  death  rate  of  45  per  cent.,  or  if  three 
cases  in  which  death  o  curred  too  rapidly  for  it  to  be  used 
be  excluded,  a  death  rate  of  35*3. 

In  19  cases  antitoxin  was  used,  and  there  were  only  two 
deaths,  or  a  death  rate  of  10*5  per  cent. 

A  perusal  of  the  above  particulars  not  only  indicate  the 
advisability  of  using  antitoxin  in  Diphtheria,  but  of  adminis¬ 
tering  it  as  early  as  possible,  a  proceeding  which  the  Sanitary 
Committee  have  facilitated,  by  keeping  a  supply  at  the 
Central  Police  Station,  where  it  can  be  obtained  by  local 
practitioners  either  in  the  day  time  or  at  night. 

TYPHUS  FEVER. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  reported,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  the  work  of  the  Insanitary  Dwellings  Sub- 
Committee  in  closing  the  various  insanitary  dwellings  have 
been  largely  instrumental  in  removing  this  disease  from 
among  the  causes  of  death  in  the  Borough. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

During  the  year  1898,  20  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were 
reported,  and  12  deaths  from  this  disease  were  registered, 
compared  with  10  cases  and  5  deaths.  All  these  cases 


49 


were  isolated  cases,  there  being  no  epidemic  of  the  disease, 
the  cases  being  spread  over  the  year,  and  in  different  parts 
of  the  town,  all  the  Wards  having  one  or  more  cases, 
except  Westwood  and  St.  James’. 

ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

(Table  No.  18). 

There  is  again  a  decrease  in  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever, 
68  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year  1898,  and  24 
of  these  cases  died,  giving  a  death  rate  of  35 '3  per  cent. 

In  1897  there  were  86  cases,  with  17  deaths,  and  m 
1896  114  cases  with  22  deaths,  giving  death  rates  from  this 
disease  of  19 '8  and  19 '3  respectively.  The  much  heavier 
death  rate,  and  the  decrease  of  cases  in  this  year,  may 
possibly  be,  t*>  some  extent,  accounted  for  by  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  test  eliminating  slight  cases  of  illness,  which  in 
former  years  have  been  considered  to  be  Typhoid. 

The  cases  have  been  spread  over  the  whole  year,  but 
were  rather  more  prevalent  during  the  latter  three  months. 
The  cases  were  most  numerous  in  Clarksfield  Ward,  with 
15  cases,  while  Waterhead,  with  2  cases,  and  St.  James’s, 
St.  Paul’s,  and  Westwood,  with  3  cases  each,  suffered  least. 

Twenty  cases,  or  29  per  cent  were  removed  to  West- 
hulme  for  isolation.  Owing  to  the  alterations  at  Westhulme 
Hospital,  there  was  some  difficulty  at  times  in  admitting 
these  cases,  and  at  certain  periods  of  the  year  it  was  found 
necessary  to  restrict  the  admissions  to  the  worst  cases,  and 
to  those  from  crowded  surroundings.  Respecting  the  cause 
of  this  disease  in  the  Borough,  there  is  no  reason  to  consider 
that  any  of  the  cases  were  due  either  to  contaminated  milk  or 
to  an  impure  water  supply. 
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Of  the  68  cases  reported,  13  cases,  with  5  deaths,  were 
secondary  cases,  occurring  in  houses  where  there  was  already 
a  case  of  Typhoid.  All  these  secondary  cases  occurred  in 
houses  where  the  first  patient  was  kept  at  home  until  after 
the  others  had  been  infected.  In  only  one  house,  where 
the  patient  was  removed  to  hospital  as  soon  as  reported,  did 
any  secondary  case  occur,  and  in  this  case  the  patient  was 
ill  a  fortnight  before  the  report  was  sent  in. 


Two  of  these  cases  each  gave  rise  to  three  other  cases  in 
the  same  house  ;  one  gave  rise  to  two  ;  and  five  gave  rise  to 
one  secondary  case  each. 


Four,  if  not  five,  persons  almost  certainly  contracted  this 
disease  outside  the  Borough,  and  of  these  four  two  very 
possibly  received  the  infection  from  eating  oysters  at  one 
of  our  neighbouring  watering  places.  On  examining  the 
residences  of  the  remaining  52  cases  the  drainage  was 
found  to  be  defective  in  27  of  the  houses. 

Of  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  these  52  houses, 
sanitary  pans  were  in  use  at  49  houses,  slop  water  closets 
at  2,  and  a  water  closet  in  one  house,  bearing  a  proportion 
to  these  various  arrangements  in  the  Borough  of : 

One  case  to  every  487  Sanitary  Pans  ; 

One  case  to  every  501  Slop  Water  Closets  ; 

And  one  case  in  1,536  Water  Closets. 


In  the  house  where  the  water  closet  was  in  use,  the 
infection  dated  from  the  repairs  to  an  old  stone  drain,  which, 
when  opened  was  exceedingly  offensive. 
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MEASURES  ADOPTED  TO  PREVENT  THE  SPREAD 

OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Isolation. — 161  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  20  cases  of 
Typhoid,  one  case  of  Diphtheria,  and  22  cases  of  Measles 
(the  latter  being  sent  in  from  the  Union  Workhouse),  were 
removed  to  Westhulme  Hospital,  compared  with  140  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  31  cases  of  Typhoid,  and  43  cases  of  Measles 
in  1897. 

The  case  of  Smallpox  was  removed  to  Strinesdale 

Hospital. 

Disinfection. — The  houses  are  fumigated  by  burning 
sulphur,  the  walls  stripped,  and  notices  served  for  clean, sing- 
after  cases  of  any  of  the  notifiable  diseases,  after  deaths 
from  Phthisis,  and  similar  treatment  is  offered  after  cases  of 
Measles. 

Bedding,  and  other  similar  articles  which  cannot  be 
properly  disinfected  by  sulphurous  aid,  are  removed  to  the 
Health  Yard,  and  these  passed  through  the  Lyon’s  Steam 
Disinfector,  being  exposed  to  a  temperature  of  about  260°  F. 
Special  covered  pails  are  used  for  the  excreta  of  Typhoid 
patients,  which  are  removed  to  the  Destructor,  and  the 
contents  burnt. 

The  Drains  in  all  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
and  Puerperal  Fever  are  tested  by  the  Smoke  Machine. 

Persons  who  have  been  in  contact  with  Smallpox  patients, 
and  Mid  wives  attending  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  are  brought 
to  the  Health  Yard,  when  they  are  bathed,  while  their 
clothes  are  disinfected. 

Sanitas  or  Izal,  Carbolic  Powder,  and  Soap  are  distributed 
to  houses  where  infectious  diseases  occur. 
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Schools. — Many  of  the  Schools  in  the  Borough  report 
regularly  any  children  away  from  School  on  account  of  non- 
notifiable  infectious  disease,  and  receive  in  return  a  certifi¬ 
cate,  by  means  of  which  they  are  able  to  obtain  the 
Government  Grant  for  those  absent  from  this  cause  There 
are  some  schools,  however,  which  are  very  lax  in  this 
respect. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  close  during  the  year  one  school, 
and  the  infant  department  of  another  on  account  of  Measles, 
and  one  school  closed  voluntarily  on  account  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  Three  weeks’  closure  of  each  of  these  schools  was 
attended  with  marked  success 

Westhulme  Hospital. — During  the  year  the  Extensions 
at  this  Hospital  have  been  practically  completed  Owing 
to  the  necessity  for  pulling  down  some  of  the  old  Wards 
before  erecting  the  new  buildings,  at  times  considerable 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  isolating  the  different 
infectious  diseases,  and  the  staff  have  had  many  incon¬ 
veniences  to  put  up  with. 

On  Wednesday,  October  26th,  The  Worshipful  the 
Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  Waddington)  formally  opened  the 
new  buildings,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  members 
of  the  Oldham  Council,  and  representatives  of  the  Chad- 
derton,  Royton,  Crompton,  and  Lees  District  Councils. 

The  new  buildings  consist  of  (l)  a  block  containing  four 
ten-bed  Wards,  with  the  necessary  lavatories,  sanitary 
conveniences,  and  nurses’  duty  rooms  ;  (2)  an  administration 
block,  containing  accommodation  for  the  matron,  ten  nurses, 
and  eight  servants,  with  the  necessary  kitchens,  &c.,  a 
committee  room,  and  Medical  Officer’s  room  and  dispensary  ; 
(3)  an  isolation  block,  divided  into  two  parts,  each  containing 
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a  three-bed  and  a  two-bed  Ward,  nurses’  room,  and  the 
necessary  sanitary  accommodation  ;  (4)  a  porter’s  house  ; 
(5)  a  discharging  block  (6)  laundries,  mortuary,  and  dis¬ 
infecting  room. 

All  these  buildings  are  enclosed  by  a  substantial  brick 
wall,  the  total  area  which  it  encloses  being  about  7\  acres. 

There  is  now  a  nominal  accommodation  for  98  patients, 
which,  with  the  accommodation  for  48  Smallpox  cases  at 
Strinesdale  Hospital,  gives  a  total  accommodation  of  1 46 
beds  for  infectious  diseases  in  the  Borough,  and  there  is 
room  for  further  extensions  when  necessary.  The  air  space 
for  each  bed  in  the  new  buildings  is  2,008  cubic  feet. 

This  substitution  of  permanent  brick  buildings  for  the 
old  wooden  erections  is  a  great  improvement.  Not  only  is 
the  accommodation  increased,  and  the  Wards,  living  rooms, 
&c.,  given  greater  light  and  air  space,  but  the  risk  of  fire, 
which  on  one  or  two  occasions  very  nearly  caused  a  catas¬ 
trophe,  has  been  removed. 

Strinesdale  Hospital. — This  Hospital  has  always 
been  kept  in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  Smallpox  patients, 
but  only  one  case  has  occurred  during  the  year  which 
required  isolation  there. 


54 


TABLE  No.  16. 

SCARLET  FEYER. 


Ages 

Cases. 

Under  5  years 

108 

5  to  10 . 

159 

10  to  15 . 

56 

15  to  25 . 

19 

25  to  35 . 

4 

35  to  45 . 

45  to  55 . 

Over  55  . 

Total 

346 

Deaths. 

Total. 

Percentage. 

16 

14-8 

8 

5-0 

1 

1*8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

25 

7-2 

55 


TABLE  No.  17. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


Ages. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Total. 

Percentage. 

Under  5  years 

18 

9 

50-0 

5  to  10 . 

12 

2 

16-6 

10  to  15 . 

3 

. . . 

• 

15  to  25 . 

3 

. . . 

•  •  • 

25  to  35 . 

1 

35  to  45 . 

2 

•  •  • 

45  to  55 . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  ♦ 

Over  55 . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Total  . 

39 

11 

28-2 

56 


TABLE  No.  18. 

TYPHOID  OE  ENTERIC  FEVER. 


Deaths. 

Ages. 

Cases. 

Total. 

Percentage 

Under  5  years 

4 

5  to  10 . 

9 

1 

11-1 

10  to  15 . 

12 

4 

33-3 

15  to  25 . 

22 

7 

31-8 

25  to  35 . 

13 

6 

46-1 

35  to  45 . 

5 

3 

60-0 

45  to  55 . 

2 

2 

100-0 

Over  55 . 

1 

1 

100-0 

Total  . 

68 

24 

35-3 

57 


TABLE  No.  19. 

Showing  the  number  of  Cases  of  Sickness  and  the  Deaths  Registered 

during  the  several  months  of  the  year  1898  in  Oldham. 


Scarlet 

Diph- 

Typhoid 

Puer- 

Ty 

Months. 

SMALLPOX. 

Fever. 

THERIA. 

Fever. 

PERAL 

Fever. 

F 

zf 

zf 

zf 

f 

zf 

zf 

f 

zf 

zf 

zfi 

f 

<v 

4^ 

<D 

a> 

a> 

4^ 

<D 

4-S 

<v 

zn 

c5 

Zfi 

cS 

cS 

<£> 

Z/l 

ct 

o3 

a? 

Zfi 

& 

CZ 

(V 

zn 

cS 

<D 

o 

A 

o 

A 

o 

A 

o 

A 

o 

A 

O 

January  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

24 

3 

1 

6 

2 

1 

February . . . 

•  •  • 

17 

2 

3 

1 

9 

2 

1 

March  . 

1 

. . . 

17 

1 

1 

... 

4 

3 

5 

1 

April  . 

... 

17 

2 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

. . . 

May . 

10 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

June . 

. . . 

22 

1 

4 

1 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

July . 

. . . 

18 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

2 

2 

... 

August . 

•  •  • 

34 

3 

8 

3 

2 

... 

1 

1 

September 

50 

3 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

October  ... 

42 

4 

4 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

November 

•  •  • 

. . . 

44 

2 

10 

1 

7 

5 

. . . 

•  •  • 

December 

•  •  • 

... 

51 

4 

5 

2 

12 

5 

1 

1 

. . . 

Totals  ... 

1 

. . . 

346 

24 

39 

o 

1—1  ! 

- 1 

68 

23 

20 

12 

•  •  • 

Deaths. 
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TABLE 


Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness, 

year  1898,  in  the  County  Borough  of 

Ages  and 


Names  of 
Localities. 

Populati 

M 

Census, 

1891. 

on  at  all 
;es. 

Estimated 

to 

middle  of 
1898. 

St.  Mary’s  . 

9,031 

11,780 

St.  Peter’s 

11,798 

13,402 

Werneth . 

11,747 

13,493 

Westwood  (H) 

11,637 

13,080 

St.  Paul’s  . 

10,191 

11,597 

Coldhurst  . 

13,688 

11,893 

Hartford . 

12,679 

14,033 

Hollinwood 

7,652 

8,787 

Clarksfield  . 

11,615 

13,814 

Mumps  . 

7,733 

10,134 

St.  James’  . 

10,735 

11,693 

Waterhead  (H) 

12,957 

14,582 

Totals . 

131,463 

148,288 

New  Cases  of 

Sickness 

knowledge  of  the 

Registered 

Births. 

Aged 

under  5  or 

si 

o 

>— ( 

*4^ 

.of 

53 

over  5. 

_  eg 

m 

cS 

o 

P 

355 

Under  5 

9 

1 

5  upwards. 

27 

2 

289 

Under  5 

5  upwards. 

8 

32 

4 

6 

350 

Under  5 

13 

2 

5  upwards. 

1 

33 

1 

324 

Under  5 

4 

2 

5  upwards. 

13 

317 

Under  5 

13 

... 

5  upwards. 

19 

1 

298 

Under  5 

5 

2 

5  upwards. 

22 

1 

283 

Under  5 

8 

3 

5  upwards. 

18 

2 

280 

Under  5 

24 

1 

5  upwards. 

31 

397 

Under  5 

8 

2 

5  upwards. 

14 

4 

220 

Under  5 

5  upwards. 

2 

10 

1 

2 

281 

Under  5 

5 

5  upwards. 

4 

•  •  • 

355 

Under  5 

5  upwards. 

9 

15 

2 

3,749 

Under  5 

108 

18 

5  upwards. 

1 

238 

21 

Grand 

Total  . j 

1 

346 

39 
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No.  20. 


coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the 
Oldham  ;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 

Localities. 


in  each  locality,  coming  to  the  j 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  such  Cases  removed  from  their  homes  in  the 
several  localities  for  treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 

Fevers. 

Erysipelas. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Fevers. 

Measles. 

Typhus. 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid. 

Puerperal. 

Typhus. 

l 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid. 

Puerperal. 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

8 

1 

19 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

... 

5 

4 

11 

i 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

3 

1 

11 

2 

•  •  • 

4 

17 

3 

,  ,  . 

9 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

8 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

1 

8 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

8 

1 

5 

i 

•  •  • 

14 

7 

2 

18 

2 

3 

•  •  . 

3 

•  •  • 

12 

1 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

1 

4 

2 

5 

i 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

... 

2 

3 

13 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

48 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20 

. . . 

64 

20 

... 

i 

113 

•  i 

•  •  • 

20 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

68 

20 

t 

l 

161  - 

l 

•  •  • 

20 

... 

22 

60 


TABLE 


Summary  of  Cases  Admitted  into  Westhulme 


1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

Admitted 

Died 

Admitted 

1  O 

<v 

5 

Admitted 

Died 

Admitted 

Died 

Admitted 

Died 

Admitted 

Died 

Admitted 

Died 

Admitted 

Died 

Smallpox  . 

5 

i 

1 

39 

9 

18 

2 

\ 

6 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

5 

,  ,  , 

[ 

5 

•  •  •  i 

3 

•  •  • 

Measles  . 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever... 

73 

*  *  * 

12 

60 

15 

30 

2 

L 

3 

111 

.  .  . 

10 

90 

8 

205 

10 

571 

27 

Diphtheria . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  i 

... 

•  •  • 

Typhus  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  •  ♦ 

1 

. . . 

12 

4 

2 

1 

Typhoid  Fever. 

28 

5 

56 

8 

29 

4 

32 

7 

36 

4 

31 

7 

52 

8 

40 

6 

Simple  Con¬ 
tinued  Fever  . 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

j  1 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

•  .  . 

•  » • 

.  .  . 

.  . 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

| 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Ill-defined  . . 

•  •  • 

- 

... 

6 

•  •  • 

4 

3 

... 

... 

110 

17 

162 

35 

i 

81 

I 

8 

135 

11 

165 

16 

132 

18 

277 

23 

619 

36 

61 


>.  21. 


spital  During  the  Years  1880  to  1898. 


888 


rc; 

03 


1889 


+=> 


T3 

<a 

•  i-H 

ft 


1890 


h3 

a> 

-4^ 

•  r*H 
& 

<1 


tJ 

03 


1891 


rd 

03 

+=> 


T3 

<! 


03 


1892 


03 

44> 


c 


rd 

03 


1893 


T3 

CD 

+=> 

•  H 

S 

nd 

<1 


rd 

03 


1894 


<D 

4^> 

4-> 

•  f-H 

s 

rc 


03 

•  r-H 

ft 


>3 


16 


8 


33 


222 


13 


12;  5 


134 


28 


81 


46 
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20 
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54 


31 
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18 


166 


12 
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14 
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33 


638 
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ft 


8  ... 


18 

67 


41 


5 

5 


10 


12 

371 


8 

27 


3 

18 


43 

140 


31 


3 

8 


6 


22 

164 

1 


29 


6 

14 


6 


134 


20 


418 


28 


214 


17 


216 


27 
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TABLE  No.  22. 


Showing  the  number  of  new  Cases  of  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  years  1881  to  1898. 


Year. 

Small¬ 

pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Typhus 

Fever. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puer¬ 

peral 

Fever. 

Total 

Cases. 

1881 

15 

434 

20 

131 

3 

603 

1882 

13 

465 

27 

. . . 

117 

3 

625 

1883 

6 

301 

15 

96 

3 

421 

1884 

2 

289 

20 

1 

100 

412 

1885 

4 

229 

28 

*  .  . 

58 

2 

321 

1886 

5 

391 

44 

12 

100 

7 

559 

1887 

3 

1,775 

127 

2 

119 

5 

2,031 

1888  • 

104 

985 

86 

•  ♦  * 

106 

3 

1,284 

1889 

1 

680 

39 

•  •  • 

56 

5 

781 

1890 

320 

11 

2 

63 

7 

403 

1891 

... 

238 

29 

112 

4 

383 

1892 

75 

667 

27 

83 

9 

861 

1893 

416 

442 

25 

70 

9 

962 

1894 

165 

264 

67 

... 

69 

9 

574 

1895 

137 

216 

70 

109 

5 

537 

1896 

27 

785 

61 

8 

114 

17 

1,012 

1897 

•  •  • 

332 

38 

2 

86 

10 

468 

1898 

1 

346 

39 

68 

20 

474 
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TABLE  No.  23. 


Summary  of 


Smallpox  Cases  treated 


in  the  various  Hospitals 


during  the  years  1894  to  1898. 


1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1 

1 

1898. 

Hospitals. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Admitted. 

CU 

s 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Moscow  . 

74 

9 

94 

14 

8 

•  .  . 

.  •  . 

.  . 

... 

Cinder  Hill  . 

57 

8 

30 

8 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

i  ... 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Strinesdale  .  ... 

•  ♦  • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

19 

•  •  • 

- 

1 

... 

Totals  . 

131 

17 

124 

22 

27 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 
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Part  III. 

WORK  of  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

1988. 


STAFF. 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  consists  of  the 
Chief  Inspector,  five  Assistant  Inspectors,  a  Smoke  Inspector, 
a  Workshop  Inspector,  two  Disinfectors,  a  Chief  Clerk,  and 
three  Assistant  Clerks, 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  781  houses  were  visited  and  thoroughly 
inspected.  In  these  houses  the  various  defects  set  forth  in 
Table  No.  24  were  discovered.  In  addition  to  the  above, 
503  houses  have  been  inspected  in  consequence  of  complaints 
received,  and  1,264  houses  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry,  &c., 
into  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  occurred  in  them, 
giving  a  total  of  2,548  houses  thoroughly  inspected  during 
the  year. 

The  smoke  or  other  tests  have  been  applied  to  702 
houses,  and  404  more  or  less  serious  defects  have  been 
found.  These  defects  have  been  reported  to  those  respon¬ 
sible  and  remedied, 
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INSANITARY  PROPERTY. 

During  the  year  the  Insanitary  Dwellings  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  have  visited  42  dwellings  reported  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Heal tli,  in  addition  to  visiting  a  number  of 
insanitary  courts,  yards,  back  passages,  &c. 

Of  these  houses  37  were  ordered  to  be  closed  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  unless  alterations  were  effected  to  make 
the  dwellings  fit  for  habitation. 


The  following  28  houses  were  closed,  viz.: — 


9  and  1 1  (under  dwellings) 

15,  17,  and  19 . 

44  (under  dwelling)  ... 

5,  6,  7  and  8,  Court  3... 

73  (cellar) 

Cellars  under  8,  10,  and  12 
1  Court  1 

7,  9,  11,  13  and  15 
14,  16  and  18  ... 

17  (under  dwelling)  ... 

3  and  4,  Court  1 
16  and  18 


...Old  Church  Street 
...Lords  Hill  Street 
...Lords  Hill  Street 
...Lords  Hill  Street 
...Lord  Street 
...Waterhouse  Street 
...Eagle  Street 
...Hanover  Street 
...Sack  Street 
...Sack  Street 
...Cross  Street 
...Back  Beever  Street 


The  following  9  houses  have  been  rendered  fit  for 


habitation,  viz.: — 

16,  18,  and  20 
Under  102 
8  (under  dwelling) 
1,  3  and  7 

7 

I  •  •  •  •  •  • 


...Hanover  Street 
...Lees  Road 
...Union  Yard 
. .  Back  Beever  Street 
...Wild’s  Court 


No  action  was  taken  in  connection  with  the  remaining 
5  houses  visited. 
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In  addition  to  the  houses  dealt  with  by  the  Insanitary 
Dwellings  Sub-Committee,  20  insanitary  houses  have  been 
voluntarily  closed  through  the  representations  of  this 
department,  so  that  the  total  number  of  insanitary  dwellings 
closed  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  amounts  to  48. 

Thirty-five  other  houses,  some  of  which  were  also  in  an 
insanitary  condition,  have  been  demolished  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  accommodation  of  public -houses  or  other 
buildings. 


DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

During  the  year  increased  attention  has  been  paid  to 
these  premises.  At  the  end  of  1897  there  were  on  the 
Register  261  Dairies  and  Milkshops.  During  the  year  24 
have  been  discontinued  and  55  others  established  or  added 
to  the  register,  leaving  292  registered  premises  at  the  end 
of  1898.  There  are  also  69  Farms  at  which  Milk  is  dealt 
with.  All  these  premises  have  been  regularly  visited  ; 
1,097  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Dairies  and  Milkshops, 
and  91  notices  have  been  served  to  remedy  various  defects, 
84  of  which  have  been  complied  with. 

The  Farms  have  received  220  visits,  and  7  notices  have 
been  served. 

There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  in 
connection  with  the  milk  supply,  and  the  milk  in  the  town 
is,  in  a  general  way,  carefully  and  cleanly  dealt  with. 

I  have  good  reasons  for  stating  that  the  milk  which  is 
supplied  to  Oldham  bears  a  very  favourable  comparison  with 
that  supplied  to  some  of  the  neighbouring  towns. 


68 


The  great  difficulty  in  connection  with  the  purity  of  the 
milk  supply  is  the  want  of  control  over  those  farms  and 
dairies  outside  the  Borough  from  which  the  supply  is  chiefly 
obtained. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

These  are  visited  and  under  the  control  of  the  Watch 
Committee,  and  the  Chief  Constable  in  his  report  gives  the 
following  particulars  :  — 

Number  of  Registered  Lodging  Houses  ...  14 

Total  Accommodation  at  Night  ...  ...  1,184 

Total  Number  of  Persons  who  slept  in  them 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...283,904 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  33  Common  Lodging 
Houses  in  which  the  accommodation  is  let  for  a  week  or 
longer  periods. 

SHOP  HOURS’  ACT. 

It  being  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  carry 
out  this  Act.  circulars  setting  forth  the  requirements  of  the 
Act  have  been  distributed  to  the  shops  and  other  premises 
to  which  it  relates  in  the  Borough. 

Five  hundred  and  ninety -one  of  these  circulars  have 
been  delivered  by  the  inspectors  and  inquiries  have  subse¬ 
quently  been  made  at  some  of  these  premises  to  ascertain  if 
the  provisions  are  being  observed. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

I  have  personally  inspected  all  the  Slaughter  Houses  in 
the  Borough,  and  have  compiled  for  reference  a  description 
of  each  one.  For  the  most  part  they  are  kept  in  a  clean 
and  satisfactory  condition.  There  are  some,  however, 
situated  in  rather  crowded  neighbourhoods,  and  in  not  very 
suitable  buildings. 
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The  Committee  visited  several  of  the  most  unsuitable 
ones,  and  decided  to  refuse  the  license. 

There  were  56  licenses  issued,  which  is  6  less  than  in  the 
year  1897,  this  decrease  being  due  to  the  refusal  of  licenses 
to  the  unsuitable  places.  Two  applications  have  been 
received  during  the  year  for  licenses  for  new  premises,  but 
both  cases  being  on  unsuitable  premises  they  were  not 
granted. 

During  the  year,  in  addition  to  my  personal  inspections, 
4,618  visits  have  been  paid  by  the  Inspectors  to  the 
Slaughter  Houses.  This  compares  favourably  with  the 
previous  years.  In  1897,  4,141  visits  were  made,  in  1896, 
4,118,  and  in  1895,  3,487.  Forty-five  notices  have  been 
served  to  cleanse  or  repair  these  premises,  and  43  were 
complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year,  the  Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis 
have  issued  their  report,  and  the  recommendations  are  that 
the  carcase  should  be  totally  condemned  in  cases  of 

(a)  Miliary  Tuberculosis  of  both  lungs  ; 

(b)  Tuberculous  lesions  on  the  pleura  and  peritoneum  ; 

(c)  Tuberculous  lesions  of  the  muscles  or  lymphatic 

glands  ; 

(d)  Tuberculous  lesions  in  an  emaciated  carcase,  and 

condemnation  of  the  affected  portions  only  in 
cases  of  (a)  lesions  confined  to  one  lung ;  (b ) 
lesions  confined  to  the  liver ;  (c)  lesions  confined 
to  the  pharyngeal  lymphatic  glands. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  12  tripe  boiling  places,  9  marine  stores,  5 
grease  and  soap  works,  3  fellmongers,  and  1  chemical  works 
on  the  register. 
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These  places  have  been  visited  1,054  times  during  the 
year,  and  1 1  notices  for  the  abatement  of  various  nuisances,  or 
for  cleansing,  were  served,  all  of  which  have  been  complied 
with.  They  are  all  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition,  and 
very  few  complaints  are  received  about  them. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

At  the  end  of  1897,  the  Committee  appointed  an  addi¬ 
tional  inspector  to  enforce  the  requirements  of  the  above 
Acts  in  respect  to  Workshops  and  Bakehouses  in  the 
Borough,  and  an  inspection  of  the  tables  referring  to  the 
work  under  this  heading  will  thoroughly  justify  this 
procedure. 

WORKSHOPS. 

At  the  end  of  1897,  there  were  on  the  register  230 
Workshops,  15  of  these  have  been  discontinued  and  85 
registered,  making  a  total  at  present  on  the  register  of  300. 
The  Inspector  has  paid  1,093  visits,  and  found  240  defects, 
which  required  174  notices  to  be  served  ;  225  of  these 

defects  have  been  complied  with. 

The  various  defects  found  on  these  premises  are  detailed 
in  Table  32,  the  most  frequent  and  serious  defects  being  in 
connection  with  the  drainage  and  the  closet  accommodation. 
The  appointment  of  an  inspector  for  this  work  has  consider¬ 
ably  improved  the  surroundings  of  those  employed  in  these 
buildings. 

Various  sanitary  defects  have  also  been  attended  to  in 
certain  mills,  which  have  been  reported  to  our  Authority  by 
the  Inspector  of  Factories. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1898,  there  were  on 
the  register  7  1  Bakehouses  ;  19  of  these  have  been  discon¬ 

tinued  and  183  have  been  added  to  the  register,  making  a 
total  at  present  registered  of  235. 

A  special  card,  suitable  for  hanging  in  the  Bakehouse, 
has  been  printed  and  distributed  to  each  one.  On  these 
cards  are  stated  the  provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shops  Acts  respecting  these  premises. 

In  Table  33  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  various 
defects  discovered  on  these  premises;  798  visits,  compared 
with  460  visits  last  year,  have  been  paid,  and  127  notices, 
compared  with  14  last  year,  have  been  served  for  the 
removal  of  these  several  defects  In  most  cases  these 
notices  have  been  willingly  complied  with,  and  in  addition, 
many  verbal  suggestions  by  the  inspector  have  been  carried 
out  without  notice. 

At  the  present  time  most  of  the  bakehouses  are  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  A  few  there  are  which  have  been  in 
use  for  a  number  of  years,  that  though  kept  in  a  clean 
condition,  are  not  on  very  suitable  premises. 

SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

In  Tables  27,  28,  29,  and  30  will  be  found  details  of  the 
work  of  the  Smoke  Inspector.  1,200  half-hourly  observa¬ 
tions  have  been  taken  during  the  year,  and  40  of  these  were 
above  the  limit  of  four  minutes  ;  compared  with  the  obser¬ 
vations  in  1897,  though  a  smaller  proportion  of  chimneys 
have  exceeded  the  four  minutes  limit  in  1898  than  in  1897, 
there  are  a  greater  proportion  in  these  observations  which 
have  exceeded  three  minutes  than  there  were  in  1897. 
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Probably  this  is  due  to  the  Inspector  devoting  himself 
more  especially  to  those  chimneys  which  are  known  to  give 
off  large  amounts  of  black  smoke. 

I  have  also  bad  compiled  a  table  showing  the  mills  which 
have  exceeded  the  limit,  and,  if  any,  the  nature  of  the  smoke 
appliance  which  was  in  use  in  them.  During  the  ensuing 
year  it  is  my  intention  of  suggesting  a  standard  for  some  of 
the  places  where  only  one  or  two  boilers  are  in  use.  Many 
of  these  give  off  a  considerable  quantity  of  black  smoke,  but 
owing  to  the  small  quantity  of  coal  consumed  never  exceed 
the  four  minutes  limit. 

THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

In  Table  31  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  work  done 
under  this  Act. 

At  the  present  da}  the  samples  of  food,  &c.,  that  are 
found  to  be  adulterated  are  almost  confined  to  miik  and 
butter. 

Of  milk  61  samples  were  purchased,  and  they  were  all 
reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  genuine. 

Of  butter  14  samples  were  purchased,  and  three  were 
found  to  be  adulterated. 

In  two  cases  the  adulteration  consisted  of  an  excess  of 
water,  and  the  vendors  were  cautioned  by  the  Committee. 

In  the  third  case  margarine  was  sold  in  the  place  of 
butter.  The  vendor  was  summoned  before  the  Magistrates 
and  fined  £10  and  costs. 
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TABLE  No.  24. 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTION. 
Total  Houses  Inspected,  781. 


Houses  without  Back  Doors 

366 

,,  with  Defective  or  Stone  Drainage  ... 

97 

,,  ,,  Slopstone  Pipes  connected 

13 

,,  ,,  Defective  Ventilation 

53 

,,  ,,  Defective  Cellars 

9 

, ,  Dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

89 

,,  Suspected  of  Over-crowding 

76 

,,  Damp  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

132 

,,  near  Manure  Heaps 

45 

,,  ,,  Slaughter  Houses 

2 
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TABLE  No.  25. 

DAIRIES  AND  MILK  SHOPS 


1 

r“H 

4— ' 

rds 

CD 

r— ( 

CD 

r— 1 

CD 

Cases 

of 

Sickness. 

O 

4^ 

District. 

No.  on  Regis 
1897. 

No.  Discontin 

1898. 

No.  Rcgistei 
1898. 

No.  on  Regis 
1898. 

Farms  * 

Smallpox 

1 

Scarlet 

1  Fever 

Typhoid 

F  ever 

Diphtheria 

No.  removed 

Hospital. 

Treated  a 

1  Home. 

No. 

1  . 

87 

5 

15 

97 

1 

.  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

7  7 

2  . 

46 

5 

16 

57 

3 

... 

2 

. . . 

1 

1 

7  7 

3  . 

61 

5 

8 

64 

16 

1 

1 

7  7 

4  . 

38 

4 

8 

42 

1 

. . . 

... 

• 

7  7 

5  . 

29 

5 

8 

32 

48 

• 

•  • 

. . . 

... 

Totals  . 

261 

24 

55 

292 

69 

. . . 

4 

2 

2 

*  Farms  Visited  by  District  Inspectors  shown  it  their  Report. 

No.  of  Visits  Paid  .  .  1,097 

No.  of  Notices  Served  .  .  91 

No.  of  ,,  Complied .  84 

Re-inspections  of  work  in  progress  or  under  notice  .  255 


Nature  of  Defects. 

Notices  Served 

Notices  Complied 

Houses  Repaired  . 

4 

4 

Dirty  Houses  . 

55 

55 

Damp  Defective  Roof,  etc . 

13 

12 

Defective  Ventilation  . 

•  •  • 

Defective  Water  Supply . 

.  •  • 

... 

Defective  Cellars  . 

2 

2 

Yards  and  Passages  repaired  and  flagged 

6 

6 

Privy  Nuisances  . 

2 

2 

Untrapped  Drains  . 

15 

14 

Defective  Drains  . 

24 

21 

Defective  or  Short  Slop  Pipes  . 

3 

3 

14  Gulley  traps  have  been  fixed  and  40  yards  of  Channel  tiles  and  drain 

pipes  laid  or  re-laid. 
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TABLE  No.  26. 


Showing  the  number  of  Smoke  Observations  taken  and  Inspections  of 
Mill  Lodges  and  Slaughter-Houses  made  during  the 

years  1897-98. 


Fortnight  ending 

Smoke 

Observations. 

Mill  Lodges 
Inspections. 

Slaughter-Houses 

Inspections. 

1S97. 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

Jan.  9 

Jan .  8 . . . 

27 

46 

96 

125 

164 

154 

„  23 

„  22... 

28 

43 

101 

176 

169 

180 

Feb.  6 

Feb.  5... 

17 

52 

106 

73 

179 

198 

„  20 

„  19... 

49 

56 

126 

220 

191 

194 

Mar,  6 

Mar.  5... 

59 

75 

89 

73 

190 

192 

„  20 

„  19... 

46 

33 

224 

168 

177 

210 

Apr.  3 

Apr.  2... 

57 

31 

80 

84 

172 

199 

„  17 

„  16... 

59 

48 

40 

145 

147 

177 

May  1 

May  30... 

55 

64 

221 

117 

168 

181 

„  15 

„  14 

60 

68 

66 

143 

187 

207 

„  29 

„  28... 

65 

70 

212 

146 

221 

193 

Junel2 

Junell... 

50 

58 

73 

46 

146 

175 

„  26 

,,  25... 

49 

45 

184 

215 

98 

180 

July  10 

July  9... 

65 

59 

43 

46 

86 

213 

„  24 

„  23... 

90 

27 

206 

,  207 

121 

203 

Aug.  7 

Aug.  6... 

79 

31 

84 

36 

187 

123 

„  21 

„  20... 

52 

60 

97 

209 

151 

160 

Sep.  4 

Sep.  3... 

.  .  . 

26 

•  •  • 

40 

•  •  • 

139 

»  18 

„  17... 

•  •  • 

47 

•  •  • 

161 

.  .  . 

159 

Oct.  2 

Oct.  1... 

•  •  • 

57 

378 

113 

324 

184 

„  16 

»  15... 

•  4  • 

50 

184 

189 

161 

136 

„  30 

„  29... 

•  •  • 

34 

97 

87 

159 

170 

Nov. 13 

Nov.12... 

51 

185 

34 

154 

174 

„  27 

,,  26... 

... 

45 

57 

220 

164 

149 

Dec.  11 

Dec.10... 

39 

•  .  » 

197 

40 

171 

164 

,,  30 

,,  24... 

60 

24 

328 

190 

254 

204 

1006 

1200 

3474 

3303 

4141 

4618 
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TABLE  No.  27. 

HALF-HOURLY  SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS, 
taken  from  December  25th,  1897,  to  December  24th,  1898. 


Total 

Observations 

taken. 

No  Black 
Smoke. 

Under 

1 

Minute. 

U  nder 

2 

Minutes. 

Under 

3 

Minutes. 

3  and  4, 
both 

inclusive. 

Over 

4 

Minutes. 

1200 

61 

116 

303 

356 

324 

40 

Percentage  ... 

5-08 

9-66 

25-25 

29-66 

27-00 

3-33 
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TABLE  No,  28, 

NATUEE  OF  SMOKE  APPLIANCES  IN  USE  IN  THE 
BOEOUGH  OF  OLDHAM,  1898. 


Name  of  Appliances. 

No.  of  Mills. 

No.  of  Boilers. 

Cass’s  Coking  Machines  . 

4 

15 

Dyson  &  Williamson’s  Coking  Machines... 

1 

2 

Williams’  Automatic  do. 

1 

1 

Bennis’s  Sprinklers  . 

4 

11 

Proctor’s  .do . 

6 

16 

Meldrum  Bros.’  Forced  Draught  Furnace 

7 

8 

Newton's  do.  do. 

1 

1 

Perritt’s  do.  do. 

1 

2 

Granger’s  do.  do. 

1 

1 

Broadbent’s  Air  Eegulators  . 

17 

54 

X Whittle’s  Steam  Injectors  . 

3 

9 

Steam  Jets . 

2 

6 

Tweedale  &  Massey’s  Air  Eegulators 

1 

2 

Caddy’s  Tubular  Bars  . 

9 

29 

Wilson’s  Moveable  Bars  . 

4 

12 

Yates  &  Thom’s  Eocking  Bars . 

6 

13 

Taylor’s  Patent  Bridge  Walls . 

1 

3 

Holden’s  Hollow  Bars  and  Dead  Plates 

1 

2 

Hollow  or  Split  Bridges  . 

7 

17 

’Broadbent’s  Steam  Pokers  . 

5 

14 

McGreaves’  Incandescent  Smoke  Burner.. 

3 

5 

Butterworth’s  Patent  Bars  . 

1 

5 

86 

228 

+  Only  used  at  two  mills.  *  Only  used  at  one  mill. 


Mills  where  no  Appliances  are  fixed — 85  Mills  ;  189  Boilers.  There 
are  also  70  Workshop  Chimneys  not  on  books. 
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TABLE  No.  29. 

LIST  OF  FIRMS  REPORTED  TO  SANITARY  COMMITTEE 

During  the  Year  1898. 


Name  op  Mill. 

Where  Situated. 

Nature  op  Appliances. 

Prince  of  Wales  ... 

,  Vulcan  Street 

No  Appliances. 

Commercial  Mill  (No.  3). 

Glodwick  Road  ... 

7  7 

Featherstall  Mill . 

Chadder  ton  Road. . . 

7  7 

Oxford  .,  . 

Charles  Street 

7  7 

Neville  ,, 

Neville  ,, 

7  7 

King  Street  ,, 

King 

7  7 

Glodwick  ,,  . 

Gartside  ,, 

7  7 

Royal  ,,  . 

Rochdale  Road  ... 

7  7 

Borough  ,,  . 

Nield  Street 

>  > 

Galloway  ,,  . 

Derker  ,, 

7  7 

Moorhey  ,, 

Moorhey  , , 

7  7 

Alma  ,, 

Scott  ,, 

Whittle’s  Steam  Injectors. 

Albert  ,,  . 

Cromford  ,, 

Steam  Jets. 

Alexandra  ,, 

Acre  Lane . 

Broadbent’s  Louvre  Doors. 

Highfield  ,,  . 

Chadwick  Street 

7  7  7  7 

Woodstock  ,,  . 

Near  Roy  ton  June. 

)  5  > > 

Holyrood  ,,  . 

Windsor  Street 

Broadbent’s  Doors  on  3  Boilers 
and  Meldrum’s  Furnaces  on  i 
1  Boiler. 

Lowerhill  ,, 

Sheffield  ,, 

Meldrum’s  Furnaces. 

Grange  Vale  ,,  . 

West  End  „ 

7  7  7  7 

Ruby  „  ... 

Vincent  ,, 

Yates  &  Thom’s  Bars. 

Greenacres  ,,  . 

Huddersfield  Road 

Butterworth’s  Bars. 

Olive  ,,  . 

Quebec  Street 

Proctor’s  Sprinkling  Stokers. 

Glodwick  Brick  Works.. 

Roundthorn  Road.. 

No  Appliances. 

Higginshaw  ,, 

Mortimer  Street  .. 

>  > 

New  Earth  ,, 

Off  Cranbrook  St 

7  7 

Anchor  Mill . 

Daisy  Street 

No  Appliances  on  3  Boilers,  and 
Yates  &  Thom’s  Bars  on  1 
Boiler. 

Electric  Light  Station... 

Gas  , , 

McGreaves’  Incandesc’nt  Smoke 
Burner. 

Four  Firms  have  been  excused  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  on  account  of 
some  part  of  the  Engines  or  Boilers  being  disarranged. 
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TABLE  No.  30. 

SMOKE  PROSECUTIONS  DURING  1898. 


! 

No.  of  Finns 

Fined. 

Amount  of  Fine. 

No.  of  times 
previously  prosecuted. 

1 

£2  and  Costs 

7 

2 

£1 

4 

1 

10/-  „ 

.13 

o 

10/-  „ 

12 

!  3 

10/-  „ 

4 

2 

10/-  „ 

3 

4 

10/-  „ 

2 

3 

10/-  „ 

1 

1 

5/-  „ 

0 

In  three  of  the  above  cases  the  offence  was  committed 

in  December,  1897. 
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TABLE  No.  31. 

SAMPLES  OBTAINED  UNDER  THE  “  SALE  OF  FOOD 

AND  DRUGS  ACT.” 


Year. 

Total. 

Milk. 

Butter. 

Bread  and 
Flour. 

Other 

Groceries. 

Wines  and 
Spirits. 

Sui 

No.  of 
Samples 

• - ■ 

Percentage 

Adulterated 

No.  of 
Samples 

Percentage 

Adulterated 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Percentage 

Adulterated 

o  S 
i  o’! 

j  &  § 

m 

Percentage 

Adulterated. 

on 

£  S 

rf- 

m 

Percentage 

Adulterated. 

No.  of 

Samples. 

Percentage 

Adulterated. 

J 

No.  of 

Samples. 

1876 

74 

27-0 

38 

42-1 

7 

6 

23 

17T 

1877 

81 

23-4 

34 

26-5 

... 

21 

20 

50-0 

6 

1878 

74 

25-7 

55 

21-8 

12 

8-3 

6 

100-0 

1 

1879 

77 

14-3 

54 

20-4 

... 

... 

12 

6 

3 

2 

1880 

87 

21-8 

43 

27-9 

8 

12-5 

8 

22 

18-2 

6 

33'3 

1881 

100 

10-0 

67 

10-4 

I13 

10 

10-0 

7 

28-6 

3 

1882 

100 

19-0 

44 

22*7 

I15 

33-3 

4 

17 

13 

30-8 

7 

1883 

101 

12-9 

43 

16-3 

8 

37-5 

2 

20 

18 

16-6 

10 

1884 

85 

8-2 

47 

2T 

11 

18-2 

8 

37-5 

8 

12-5 

11 

1885 

63 

15-9 

43 

18-6 

17 

11-7 

3 

1886 

62 

9-7 

40 

5-0 

9 

IT 

.  .  » 

13 

23-1 

.  . 

1887 

75 

8-0 

57 

8*8 

4 

4 

... 

6 

16*6 

4 

1888 

90 

8-9 

70 

8-6 

4 

25*0 

4 

25-0 

8 

4 

1889 

98 

6-1 

80 

6-2 

5 

20-0 

4 

6 

3 

1890 

98 

6-1 

75 

6-6 

7 

•  •  • 

6 

16-6 

4 

6 

1891 

119 

5-9 

75 

4-0 

113 

23T 

27 

... 

4 

25-0 

1892 

90 

IT 

68 

1-5 

3 

... 

7 

4 

8 

1893 

106 

10-4 

84 

8-3 

7 

42-8 

.  •  . 

6 

... 

3 

33-3 

6 

1894 

139 

2-1 

83 

3-6 

18 

6 

26 

3 

3 

1895 

147 

6T 

120 

5-0 

11 

... 

1 

»  •  • 

6 

9 

1896 

154 

6-5 

138 

6-5 

9 

... 

1 

6 

16-6 

1897 

169 

3-0 

150 

2-0 

8 

25-0 

7 

... 

4 

1898 

75 

4-0 

61 

14 

21-4 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

33 


Percentage 

Adulterated. 
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TABLE  No.  32. 

SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  WORKSHOPS  REGISTERED, 
VISITS  MADE,  AND  DEFECTS  REMOVED. 


No.  of  Workshops  on  Register  December,  1897 
,,  ,,  Discontinued  during  1898  ... 

,,  ,,  Registered  during  1898 . 

,,  ,,  on  Register  December,  1898 

,,  ,,  Reported  to  Factory  Inspectors... 

,,  Visits  Paid  . 

,,  Notices  Served  . 

,,  ,,  Complied 

Re-Inspections  of  Work  in  Progress  or  Under  Notice 


230 

15 

85 

300 

70 

1093 

174 

144 

426 


Nature  of  Defects. 

Notices  Served. 

Notices 

complied. 

Workshops  Repaired  . 

20 

20 

Dirty  Workrooms  . 

38 

38 

Damp,  Defective  Roof,  &c . 

33 

30 

Defective  Ventilation  . 

14 

13 

Defective  Water  Supply  . 

2 

2 

Defective  Cellars  . 

6 

6 

Overcrowding  .  . 

3 

3 

Insufficient  or  no  Closet  Accommodation 

7 

5 

Defective  Closets  . 

55 

47 

Untrapped  Drains . 

18 

18 

Defective  Drains  . 

37 

36 

Defective  or  Short  Slop  Pipes  . 

7 

7 

18  Gully  Traps  have  been  fixed  and  80  Yards  of  Channel  Tiles  and 

Drain  Pipes  laid  or  re-laid. 
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TABLE  No.  33. 


SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  BAKEHOUSES  REGISTERED, 
VISITS  MADE,  AND  DEFECTS  REMOVED. 


No.  of  Bakehouses  on  Register,  December,  1897 
,,  ,,  discontinued  during  1898  ... 

,,  ,,  registered  during  1898 

,,  ,,  on  Register,  December,  1898 

,,  Visits  paid  . 

,,  Notices  served  . 

,,  ,,  complied  . 

Re-inspections  of  work  in  progress  or  under  notice 


71 

19 

183 

235 

798 

127 

123 

342 


Nature  of  Defects. 

Notices  Served 

Notices  Complied 

Bakehouses  Repaired  . 

15 

15 

Dirty  Bakehouses  . 

35 

35 

Damp  Defective  Roof,  etc . 

8 

7 

Defective  Ventilation  . 

4 

4 

Defective  Water  Supply . 

Defective  Cellars  . . 

7 

’7 

Overcrowding  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

New  Water  Closets  Provided . 

2 

2 

Defective  Closets  . 

8 

8 

Untrapped  Drains . 

24 

22 

Defective  Drains  ...  .  . 

30 

29 

Defective  or  Short  Slop  Pipe 

12 

12 

22  Gulley  Traps  have  been  fixed,  and  67  yards  of  Channel  Tiles  and 

Drainage  Pipes  laid  or  re-laid. 


District 

. - -  - - 1 

J  No.  on  Register  j 

Where  Baking  is  Done. 

Kind  of  Oven  Used. 

Living  Room 

Living  Room 
and  Kitchen 

Out  Kitchen 

Cellar 

Bakehouse 

Ordinary 

Special  Iron 

tn 

o3 

O 

Brick 

Stove 

No.  1  . 

61 

20 

6 

9 

11 

15 

16 

39 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

9 

7  j  •••  ••• 

44 

13 

1 

7 

12 

11 

11 

26 

3 

2 

2 

>>  3  . 

51 

11 

14 

14 

5 

8 

7 

32 

9 

6 

1 

>5  ^  . 

36 

13 

1 

12 

3 

7 

13 

20 

2 

2 

.  •  • 

j )  ^  •  •  •  • 

43 

13 

11 

4 

8 

7 

16 

30 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

Totals 

235 

70 

33 

46 

39 

48 

63 

147 

22 

14 

4 
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TABLE  No.  34. 

MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS,  1898. 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Particulars  of  Complaint. 

How  Disposed  of. 

Penalties. 

£  s.  d. 

19 

Smoke  Nuisance  . . 

One  fined  40/-  and  costs ; 
two  20/-  and  costs ; 
fifteen  10/-  and  costs  ; 
and  one  5/-  and  costs... 

11 

15 

0 

1 

Adulterated  Butter  .  ... 

Fined  £10  and  costs  ... 

10 

0 

0 

£ 

| 

21 

15 

0 

84 


INSPECTORS’  REPORTS. 


Total  Number  of  Reports  of  Nuisances  and  Notices  Served .  4157 

Total  Number  of  Notices  complied  with  on  receipt  of  Notice  ..  3184 

Total  Number  do.  do.  Order  of  Committee  ...  520 

Number  of  Complaints  Received  and  Visited .  967 

Re-Inspection  of  Nuisances  under  Notice  .  18423 

Number  of  Cases  dealt  with  by  Sanitary  Committee  in  1898  ...  625 

Number  of  Cases  remaining  unabated  .  105 

Number  of  Cases  dealt  with  by  the  Magistrates  in  1898  20 


House-to-House  Inspection  . 

Total  Number  of  Houses  Inspected  on  Complaint ... 

Houses  Repaired . 

Circulars  Delivered  re  Shop  Hours  Act  . 


781 

503 

180 

591 


Notices 

Served. 

Notices 

Complied 

Dirty  Houses  . 

278 

286 

Damp,  Defective  Roof,  &c . 

912 

774 

Defective  Ventilation . 

76 

49 

Defective  Cellars . 

176 

127 

Privy  Nuisances . 

1414 

1139 

Ashpits  . 

181 

145 

Defective  Water  Supply  . 

162 

136 

Overcrowding  . 

31 

22 

Unfit  for  Habitation  .  . 

57 

44 

85 


DRAINAGE  DEFECTS. 


Notices 

Served. 

Notices 

Complied 

Blocked  Drains  .  . 

636 

. 

578 

Defective  Drains . 

932 

748 

Gully  Traps  improperly  laid  . 

5 

5 

Drain  inlets  untrapped  or  defectively  trapped . 

819 

1152 

Waste  Pipes  and  Sloppipes  directly  connected  with 
drain  . 

134 

84 

Waste  Pipes  improperly  trapped  . 

11 

10 

Slop  Pipe,  defective  or  improperly  ventilated . 

264 

236 

Defective  Water  Closets  . 

91 

79 

Defective  Waste  Water  Closets . 

198 

198 

New  Water  Closets  Provided  . 

65 

96 

No.  of  Smoke  or  other  Tests,  340.  No.  of  Houses  Tested,  702. 

No.  of  Defects  found,  404.  5540  yards  of  Channel  Tiles  and  Drainage 

Pipes  have  been  laid  or  re-laid  during  the  year.  Traps  fixed,  1152. 
Ventilating  Grids,  52.  Houses  connected  with  Main  Sewer,  129. 


Visits 

Paid. 

N  otices 
Served. 

Notices 

Complied 

Bakehouses . 

798 

127 

123 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  . 

1097 

91 

84 

Farms  . 

220 

7 

3 

Pigsties . 

2146 

9 

9 

Slaughter  Houses  . 

4618 

45 

43 

Offensive  Trades . 

1054 

11 

12 

Mill  Lodges . 

3303 

12 

12 

Factories  and  Workshops . 

1093 

174 

144 

86 


Inspection  under  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act  ... 

.  7 

Animals  destroyed  . 

. 

.  40 

Unsound  Food  :  Meat,  Fish,  Fruit,  &c.,  destroyed . 

...Lbs.  8475 

Samples  taken  under  F  ood  and  Drugs  Act 

•••  •••  ••• 

.  75 

Letters  written  to  Property  Owners  or  Agents,  &c. 

.  84 

Miscellaneous  Visits,  &c  . 

•••  •••  • • • 

.  1551 

Privies  inspected . 

. 

.  11566 

New  Privies  built . 

•  »  •  •••  ••• 

.  86 

Ashpits  built,  or  new  Ashcans  provided  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

.  59 

Yards  and  Passages  Repaired  and  Flagged 

•••  •••  ••• 

.  227 

Erections  in  Yards  reported  . 

...  ...  ... 

.  24 

Defective  Urinals . 

...  ...  ... 

.  67 

Accumulation  of  Offensive  Matter  . 

. 

.  246 

Carcases  of  Animals  in  W atei . 

...  ...  ... 

.  36 

Stagnant  W ater . 

...  ...  ... 

.  60 

Manure  Heaps  . 

. 

.  61 

Manure  Pits  built  . 

. 

.  8 

Poultry  m  Houses  •  •  •  •••  •••  •  •  • 

. 

.  76 

Dust  and  Fly  from  Mills  . 

...  ...  ... 

.  1 

Low  or  Defective  Chimneys  . 

. 

.  9 

Dangerous  Places  reported . 

. 

.  74 

Coal  Gas  Nuisances  and  Escapes  reported 

. 

.  7 

Dead  Bodies  removed  to  Mortuary . 

. 

.  21 

Visits  to  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

.  1096 

Visits  to  Cases  of  Phthisis . 

.  168 

Visits  to  Deaths  under  1  year  of  age . 

...  .  .  •  ... 

.  648 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital . 

...  ...  ... 

.  216 

Houses  Stripped  or  Cleansed  after  Infectious 

Disease  ... 

•  • •  ...  0 

HOUSES  AND  CLOTHING  DISINFECTED. 


Number  of  Houses  Disinfected  during  the  year  1898  .  481 

Number  of  Booms  do.  do.  do.  .  1194 

Number  of  lots  of  Clothing  Disinfected  during  the  year  1898  ...  529 

Number  of  Articles  do.  do.  do .  5716 

Number  of  Articles  destroyed  do.  do .  224 
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CLOTHING,  &c.,  1897-1898. 


Articles. 

Disinfected. 

Destroyed. 

Totals. 

1897. 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

Blankets  . 

688 

686 

... 

4 

688 

690 

Sheets  . 

445 

430 

•  •  • 

10 

445 

440 

Pillows  . 

968 

779 

13 

14 

981 

793 

Bolsters  . 

491 

399 

1 

5 

492 

404 

Quilts .  ... 

669 

569 

1 

669 

570 

Mattresses  . 

20 

27 

97 

84 

117 

111 

Beds  . 

650 

589 

52 

63 

702 

652 

Carpets . 

49 

22 

2 

1 

51 

23 

Rugs  . 

43 

56 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

43 

56 

Curtains . 

14 

34 

•  «  • 

it  9 

14 

34 

Clothes  . 

1693 

1711 

25 

33 

1718 

1744 

Sundry  Articles  ... 

223 

414 

1 

9 

224 

423 

5953 

5716 

191 

224 

6144 

5940 

INFECTIOUS  CASES,  1897-1898. 


(Cases  and  Visits). 

1897.  1898. 

Number  of  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  468  ...  474 

Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1190  ...  1096 

Number  of  Visits  to  Cases  of  Phthisis  ...  ...  185  ...  168 
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NIGHTSOIL  AND  ASHES  DEPAHTMENTS,  1898. 


Number  of 

Sanitary  Pans  in  the  Borough 

•••  ...  •••  ... 

...  23847 

Do. 

Iron  Tanks,  Cesspools,  &c.,  in 

the  Borough 

41 

Do. 

Water  Closets 

do. 

1668 

Do. 

Waste-water  Closets 

do. 

1247 

Do. 

Trough  Closets 

do. 

287 

Do. 

Ashpits 

do. 

...  10400 

Do. 

Places  with  Ash  Cans,  &c., 

do. 

...  2045 

Do. 

Houses  represented  . 

■  .  ...  ...  ... 

...  31872 

Do. 

Mills,  Workshops,  &c.,  represented  . 

539 

Do. 

Churches,  Schools,  &c.,  represented . 

194 

NIGHTSOIL  DEPARTMENT. 


Number  of  Sanitary  Pans  Emptied  during  the  night . 1275640 


Do. 

Iron  Tanks,  Cesspools,  &c.,  Emptied  during  the  night 

141 

Do. 

Collections  of  Butchers’  Offal  during  the  night 

4636 

Do. 

do.  Fish  Offal  during  the  day 

13084 

Do. 

Loads  of  Excreta  collected . 

13641 

Do. 

do.  Butchers’  Offal  collected  . 

685 

Do. 

do.  Fish  Offal  collected 

•  ••  •  •  •  t  t  f 

692 

Do. 

do.  Shoddy  Dirt  collected . 

5149 

Do. 

Tons  of  Manure  sent  out  from  Higginshaw 

17343 

Do. 

do.  do.  Bower  Clough . 

6131 

Total  Number  of  Tons  sent  out  . 

23474 

ASHES  DEPARTMENT. 

Number  of 

Ashpits  Emptied  during  the  day 

54024 

Do. 

Other  Places  collected  during  the  day 

101159 

Do. 

Loads  of  Ashes  taken  to  Destructor 

16904 

Do. 

do.  do.  Corporation  Tips 

13165 

Do. 

do.  do.  elsewhere 

• • •  ...  ... 

4854 

Do. 

do.  Clinkers  removed . 

. 

5987 

Total  No.  of  Loads  removed . 

40910 

DESTRUCTOR. 

Quantity  of  Ashes,  Fish  Offal  and  Garbage  consumed 
at  the  Destructor . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Average  per  Furnace  per  day  of  24  hours  ... 

Quantity  of  Mortar  Sold . 


Tons  Cwt. 

19164  7 

8  3J 
1382  13 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  INSPECTOR,  1898, 

Re  Cattle,  Meat,  and  other  Inspections. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

A  few  words  of  comment  are  necessary  in  presenting  a 
report  of  this  kind,  where  the  duties  and  work  performed 
are  of  such  varied  character.  I  consider  it  impossible  to 
make  tables  and  figures  sufficiently  plain  without  some 
explanatory  remarks  in  regard  to  our  work.  A  very  cursory 
glance  at  the  Tables  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  during  the 
year  1898  will  enable  anyone  to  see  that  a  great  amount  of 
work  has  been  performed.  The  total  number  of  reports  of 
nuisances  and  of  notices  served  has  been  4,157,  in  com¬ 
parison  with  3,940  in  the  previous  year.  The  cases  dealt 
with  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  have  numbered  625,  as 
against  511  in  1897. 

The  very  thorough  inspections  which  have  been  made  of 
the  public-houses  and  beerhouses  in  the  Borough  have 
resulted  in  the  re-building  of  several  premises  which  have 
for  a  long  time  lacked  decent  and  necessary  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences.  Many  of  these  houses  it  would  have  been  almost 
impossible  to  have  improved  satisfactorily  had  not  the 
Licensing  Justices  wisely  insisted  that  separate  yards  and 
conveniences  be  provided.  A  considerable  number  of  these 
premises  still  require  amendment,  and  are  under  considera¬ 
tion  for  various  improvements. 

The  work  arising  from  nuisances  in  connection  with 
dwellings,  such  as  damp  and  defective  roofs,  dirty  houses, 
defective  water  supplies,  blocked  drains  in  cellar's  and  yards, 
privy  and  ashpit  defects,  and  insanitary  buildings,  has 
occupied  a  great  deal  of  your  inspectors’  time. 
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The  drainage  of  702  houses  has  been  specially  investi¬ 
gated  by  means  of  the  smoke  machine  or  other  tests,  and 
404  defects  have  been  discovered  and  dealt  with. 

During  the  year  reconstruction  of  drainage,  with  earthen¬ 
ware  pipes  substituted  in  lieu  of  old  stone  or  other  defective 
drains,  has  to  a  considerable  extent  taken  place,  causing 
5,540  yards  of  drainage  pipes  and  channel  tiles  to  be  re-laid. 
In  connection  with  these  reconstructions  1,152  gulley  traps 
have  been  fixed,  and  52  ventilating  grids  to  slop  and  waste 
water  pipes  disconnected  from  the  drains,  and  at  the  same 
time,  by  direct  connection  with  the  main  sewer,  better 
drainage  has  been  seemed  for  129  houses. 

The  increased  assistance  given  to  the  department  by  the 
appointment  of  an  inspector,  to  devote  his  time  chiefly  to  a 
systematic  inspection  of  Bakehouses,  Dairies  and  Milkshops, 
has  enabled  more  supervision  to  be  given  to  these  premises, 
where  cleanliness  and  good  sanitary  arrangements  are 
especially  desirable  conditions. 

Many  improvements  have  also  been  effected  by  the  same 
officer,  who  has  had  allotted  to  him  the  duty  of  looking  after 
the  sanitary  conveniences  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops 
in  the  Borough. 

In  regard  to  the  visiting  and  removing  of  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  disease,  although  there  have  not 
been  so  many  as  in  previous  years,  yet  at  whatever  hour 
this  has  had  to  be  done,  whether  on  Sunday  or  weekday, 
your  inspectors  have  always  been  ready  to  discharge  their 
duties  in  a  self-sacrificing  spirit. 

Deferring  to  the  issuing  of  Movement  Licenses,  under  the 
Swine  Fever  Movement  Orders,  1898,  for  pigs  arriving  or 
going  out  of  the  Borough,  I  have  to  state  that  during  the 
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first  ten  months  of  the  yenr  762  licenses,  in  duplicate,  were 
made  out  and  issued  by  this  department  for  the  movement 
of  5,821  animals.  Since  November  this  order  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  Police  Authorities. 

Two  outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever  have  bet  n  dealt  with  ; 
one  being  directly  traceable  to  infected  animals  coming  into 
the  town  from  Welsh  markets,  The  source  of  infection  in 
the  other  case  was  not  satisfactorily  determined. 

In  regard  to  the  inspections  of  cattle,  calves,  sheep,  and 
pigs  coming  by  railway  into  the  town  for  stock  and 
slaughtering  purposes,  a  vigilant  look  out  has  been  exercised, 
and  repeated  instances  of  cruelt  ,  by  over-crowding,  or 
improperly  loading  and  mixing  of  animals,  have  been 
reported,  first  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  afterwards  to 
the  officials  of  the  ftoyal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Crue’ty  to  Animals  ;  the  Committee  being  of  opinion  that 
this  Society  were  the  proper  authorities  to  take  these 
matters  in  hand,  as  being  more  in  touch  with  these  questions 
through  their  officers  attending  at  the  various  cattle  markets 
and  fairs  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

After  being  furnished  with  particulars  of  any  distinct 
cases  of  cruelty,  the  Society’s  officers  have  generally,  after 
investigation  at  various  centres,  got  together  such  evidence 
as  has  been  convincing  enough  to  warrant  convictions  for 
cruelty  on  the  part  of  consignors  or  railway  companies. 

I  look  upon  this  extraneous  work — regarded  by  many 
as  altogether  outside  the  province  of  a  Sanitary  Depart¬ 
ment — as  being  of  primary  importance  in  seeing  that  stock 
arriving  by  railway  routes,  and  intended  for  the  use  and 
consumption  of  the  public  are  judiciously  and  carefully 
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watched  ewer,  and  no  undue  cruelty  allowed  either  during 
transit  by  railway  or  road,  until  deposited  in  the  lairages 
of  the  slaughter-houses. 

Without  making  any  further  extended  remarks,  the 
following  table  will  perhaps  show  as  clearly  as  anything  I 
can  say  the  nature  of  the  work  and  duties  appertaining  to 
the  inspections  and  disposal  of  unsound  food  : — 


Carcases,  kc.,  Inspected  and  Destroyed  during  1898. 


Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

23  Pins  . 

O 

W  eighing  . . . 

24 

3 

0 

6  Cattle  . 

, ,  ... 

10 

3 

0 

Chilled  Pork  . 

, ,  ... 

1 

0 

0 

4  Calves 

5  5  *  *  • 

2 

1 

14 

5  Sheep  . 

5  5  *  •  * 

3 

1 

0 

Fish . 

,,  ... 

1 

2 

12 

(jtOBjIj  •••  •  •  p 

55  '  *  * 

1 

0 

0 

Overkept  Meat 

55  *  *  • 

3 

0 

10 

Pigs’  Stomachs 

,,  ... 

1 

1 

17 

Bellies  and  Cows’  Feet- 

55  *  •  • 

22 

0 

0 

Swine  Fever  Infected  Materials ) 

r 

0 

0 

Destroyed . 

Weighing  j 

5 

76 

0 

25 

In  addition  to  the  above, 

special  inquiries 

and 

ex  am  in  a 

tions  have  been  made  in  regard  to,  accidental  deaths  of 
beasts  by  strangling,  suspicious  appearances  of  cattle  before 
death,  and  injuries  and  death  in  the  course  of  transit  by 
railway  or  road,  resulting  in  such  carcases  being  surrendered 
for  destruction  when  deemed  necessary. 

By  these  timely  and  early  steps  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
we  owe  a  comparative  immunity  and  freedom  from  unsound 
meat  being  offered  for  sale,  which  might  easily  escape 
observation  if  removed  quietly  to  be  dressed  in  the  various 
slaughter-houses. 
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Our  end  and  aim  in  all  things  is,  as  it  should  ever  be  to 
those  having  the  care,  the  well-being,  and  comfort  of  the 
community  at  heart,  to  render  the  congested  hives  of 
industry  as  pleasant,  healthy,  and  salubrious  as  they  can  be 
made.  This  spirit  I  believe  it  is  which  moves  and  guides 
your  staff  in  the  discharge  of  their  varied  duties. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  RUSH  WORTH, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT 

IN  THE 

OLDHAM  MARKET. 


Veterinary  Establishment, 

26,  King  Street,  Oldham. 

lo  the  Medical  Office r  oj  Health . 

Dear  Sir, 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  beg  to 
report  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  the  meat  sold  in  the  Oldham  Market  during  the 
year  1898.  There  are  cases  at  times  where  the  meat  on 
some  of  the  stalls  is  sound  but  of  poor  quality. 

During  the  year  I  was  only  requested  by  an  Inspector 
on  four  occasions  to  specially  examine  meat. 

Every  Saturday  evening  I  examine  the  meat  exposed 
for  sale  in  the  Market,  at  different  internals,  from  6  p.m.  to 
11-30  pan.  My  Assistant  also  often  goes  round  the  stalls 
and  takes  my  place  when  I  am  away  from  home. 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

E.  H.  SCHOFIELD,  M.R.C.V.S. 


APPENDIX. 
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Appendix. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  SEWAGE. 


During  the  past  year  considerable  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  Purification  of  the  Sewage  of  the  Borough 
The  process,  which  is  in  operation,  is  the  use  of  settling 
tanks,  through  which  the  sewage  is  continuously  but  slowly 
flowing,  and  after  flowing  through  these  tanks  the  sewage 
passes  into  filters,  or.  more  correctly,  bacteria  beds.  These 
beds  are  constructed  of  screened  ashes  for  an  average  depth 
of  2ft.  6in.,  and  are  alternately  filled,  allowed  to  stand  full, 
emptied,  and  kept  empty,  of  the  sew7age  as  it  comes  from 
the  tanks.  The  period  for  remaining  full,  which  seems  to 
give  the  best  results,  is  three  hours.  Some  experiments 
which  were  carried  out  during  the  year  show  that  the 
purification  commences  in  the  upper  stratum  of  the  bed, 
proceeds  deeper  gradually.  After  remaining  in  the  beds 
for  three  hours  the  effluent  is  invariably  found  to  be  con¬ 
siderably  below  the  standard  required  by  the  Mersey  and 
Irwell  Rivers  Board. 

Daily  analyses  of  the  sewage,  tank  effluent,  and  the 
effluents  from  each  filter  bed  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  Wylie, 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  regular  analysis  is  largely 
responsible  for  the  successful  results  obtained.  Long  before 
the  sense  of  sight  or  smell  indicates  that  a  bed  is  being 
overworked,  the  analysis  showrs  it,  and  a  few  days  rest 
restores  the  bed  to  a  proper  condition,  whereas,  if  allowed 
to  get  thoroughly  “  sick,”  a  rest  of  weeks  instead  of  days 
would  be  required. 
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At  the  present  time  it  is  found  that  about  500,000  or 
600,000  gallons  of  sewage  can  be  treated  per  acre  of  filter 
beds  in  24  hours.  1  be  area  of  these  beds  at  present  amount 
to  about  S\  acres,  and  as  the  sewage  from  the  Oldham 
District  to  be  treated  has  been  estimated  to  be  about 
5,000,000  gallons  in  24  hours,  at  least  six  or  seven  addi¬ 
tional  acres  will  be  necessary.  To  supply  this  requirement 
negotiations  are  proceeding  for  extending  the  area  of  filter 
beds  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Another  matter,  which  has  caused  some  little  difficulty 
during  the  past  year,  is  the  amount  of  inorganic  material, 
consisting  chiefly  of  sand,  which  has  been  washed  down 
with  the  sewage,  and  by  settling  in  the  tanks  has  consider¬ 
ably  reduced  their  capacity,  and  necessitated  some  expense 
in  removing  it.  To  remedy  this,  plans  for  grit  tanks  have 
been  prepared,  and  it  is  expected  they  will  be  executed 
during  the  year. 

From  the  experimental  evidence  that  has  been  published, 
the  most  successful  method  of  sewage  treatment  appears  to 
resolve  itself  into  three  processes  or  stages.  1st  :  Tanks  or 
chambers  in  which  inorganic  material,  such  as  sand  ashes, 
clay,  &c  ,  may  be  deposited,  and  combined  with  this  a 
screen  to  intercept  floating  material,  such  as  sticks,  paper, 
fibre,  and  other  material  which  are  likely  to  block  the 
filters,  &c.  2nd  :  Tanks  in  wdiich  the  solid  organic  matter 
of  the  sewage  is  broken  up,  so  that  it  becomes  converted  to 
a  soluble  material.  As  this  process  is  best  performed  in  the 
dark,  and,  in  the  absence  of  oxygen,  by  the  anaerobic  forms 
of  life,  there  is  indicated  either  the  so-called  “  septic  tank” 
or  some  modification  of  it  ;  and  3rdly  :  After  aeration  the 
conversion  of  the  soluble  organic  matter,  by  aerobic 
organisms  in  the  presence  of  oxygen,  into  the  simplest  forms 
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of  chemical  combination,  this  stage  is  now  most  successfully 
performed  in  our  “  bacteria  beds.”  A  fourth  stage  might 
be  mentioned,  but  from  the  satisfactory  result  given  by  the 
“  bacteria  beds,”  it  is  to  all  appearances  an  unnecessary 
one — viz.,  the  passing  of  the  filter  effluent  over  or  through 
the  land.  This  sequence  of  treatment  removes  the  only 
objection  to  the  method  at  present  in  operation  at  Slack's 
Valley — viz.,  the  continual  expense  of  removing  the 
“  sludge  ”  or  sediment  from  the  bottom  of  the  tanks,  pressing 
it,  and  then  disposing  of  it.  If  by  further  experiments  it  is 
found,  as  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  will  he,  that 
sewage,  of  the  class  we  have  in  Oldham,  can  be  successfully 
treated  in  the  septic  tank  ”  ;  by  covering  over  the  precipita¬ 
tion  tanks,  at  a  comparatively  small  expense,  the  course  of 
treatment  I  have  indicated  above  will  be  in  existence,  and 
the  removal  of  the  cost  of  dealing  with  the  sludge  would  in 
a  very  short  time  repay  for  the  conversion. 

A  very  strong  argument,  if  a  further  one  is  necessary, 
in  favour  of  converting  the  pan  closets  in  the  Borough  into 
the  much  more  sanitary  water  closets,  would  be  advanced 
by  the  satisfactory  and  at  the  same  time  inexpensive  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  solid  material  in  the  sewage. 


